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100 MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Ashland County Forest is to manage, maximize, promote, conserve and
protect natural resources on a sustainable basis for present and future generations. These
resources, such as those provided by the County Forest, are the baseefssiragidne

ecological and socioeconomic needs of society.

County Forest resources should be protected from natural catastrophes such as fire, insect and
disease outbreaks, and from human threats such as encroachmenttilizaton,
environmental degdation and excessive development. While managed for environmental
needs including watershed protection, protection and maintenance of biotic diversity, these
same resources must also be managed and provide for sociological needs, including the
production déraw materials for woodising industries that provide a wide variety of products
fulfilling consumer demands, and provisions for recreational opportunities. Proper and
aggressive management will provide this variety of products and amenities for tlee futur

through the use of proper and sustainable forest management practices.

105 GOAL OF THE COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN
(Hereafter referred to as the APl ano)
To administer the County Forest program sistent with the mission statement and the
purpose and direction of the County Forest Law as stated in s. 28.11, Wis. Stats., giving
consideration to input from citizens and groups. The purpose of the County Forest Law being:
A . .. t o pr apeimdnentgrdgram df @uenty restsamd to enable and
encourage the planned development and management of the County Forests for
optimum production of forest products together with recreational opportunities,
wildlife, watershed protection and stabilipa of stream flow, giving full recognition
to the concept of multiple use to assure maximum public benefits; to protect the public
rights, interests and investments in such lands; and to compensate the counties for the
public uses, benefits and privilegthese lands provide; all in a manner which will

provide a reasonabl e revenue to the town
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110 COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN
ASHLAND COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAROLICY
This plan shall incorporate or reference all official County Forest policies, pertinent county
regulations, planning documents and the needs and actions for the p&iothr2dgh

2035.

Thisplan is the authority for management on county forest lands enrolled under Wisconsin
County Forest Law s.28.11. This plan may be encompassed within required local planning
efforts. This County Forest Plan will complement and should be a part ofdogatehensive
planning efforts. While this plan is focused on s. 28.11, Wis. Stats., it can be infused into other
county comprehensive planning efforts. The County Forest Administrator and staff stand

ready to assist in any County planning.

110.1 MANAGEMENT PLANNING
OBJECTIVES
Management planning shall be used to establish objectives, policies, procedures, rules and
regulations, and to promote an efficient and orderly program of development and management
of the Couty Forest in the interest of:
1. Determining needs and priorities.
Achieving goals set forth in the mission statement of this plan.
Satisfying the statutory requirements of s. 28.11, Wis. Stats.
Satisfying requirements fgarticipation in various state and federal@olgrams.

a k~ w0DN

Providing broad longerm and detailed sheiérm guidelines for actions.

110.2 DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAN
Section 28.11, Wis. Stats., places the responsibility for the plan development on the
Committee with technical assistance from the Department and other agencies. The County
Forest Administrator wild/l take the | ead at
the plan public participation should biizedto provide for public partipation throughout
the planning process. Public participation and inputs into the plan should consider s. 28.11,
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Wis. Stats., which governs the County Forest program and provides the sideboards to which

this plan must adhere.

AshlandCount yo6s public participation process

1. The Forest Administrator and staff will develop each chapter, tailoring the chapter
to be specific to Ashland County.

2. Completed chapters will be reviewed by county staff and the Wiadoegartment
of Natural Resources (WDNR) Division of Forestry Liaison.

3. Once completed, the plan will be presented to the Forestry and Recreation
Committee for their approval.

4. Once committee approval is received; the forestry department willepditethh out
for public comment. This will be noticed on the County's website. If there are identified
stakeholders, they will be contact via written notification of these sessions. These sessions
may incorporate more than one chapter at a time.

5. Any pulblic comments will be reviewed and considered for incorporation into the
chapter. The plan will also be reviewed by the WDNR for their approval.

6. The final plan will be returned to the forestry committee for final approval.

7. When all chapters are fiimed, they will be gathered into the plan document. At
this time the plan will be presented to the full County board for approvaldapmdion.

8. Since the plan is a living document, it will be housed online and amended and

modified as the need arisegeo the life of the plan.

1103 APPROVAL OF THE PLAN
Comments receiveshouldbe given consideratiaturing plandevelopnent.The Committee
will then present the plan to the County Bofmdtheir approval. Following County Board
approval, the plan will then be forwarded to Bepartment for pproval of the plan by the
DNR as required by s. 28.11(5)(a), Wis. Stats.
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1104

1105

110.6

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PLAN
Each member of the County Board vindlve access toapy of the plan at the time of initial
review and approvalpdatedofficial copies will be maintaineldy the Forest Administrator

and available electronically.

Plan and futuramendments will beElectronic versions of the plan or plan amendments or
electronic links to the documents will be distributed to the following:
1. Department of Natural Resourcekiaison andCounty Forest & Public Lands
Specialist
2. ExecutiveDirector Wisconsin County ForesAssociation.

UPDATING THE PLAN

Necessary changes in policy and procedure will be incorporated into the plan by amendment
as required. Amendments to the plan véatjiwire approval by both the County Board and the
Department of Natural Resources as stated in s. 28.11(5)(a), WisChtatges to official
County Forest Blocking Boundary map require County Board appfbvalannuatounty

board approveavork plan budget andannual accomplishment report are appended to the
plan and do not require official DNR approvaladdition, changes to Chapters 1000, 2000,
3000, 4000 do not require a plan amendment or official DNR approval, with the exception of

the official County Forest Blocking Boundary map.

COORDINATION WITH OTHER PLANNING

The developmenof this plan andany future amendments to this plan will include
considerations, and if warranted, participation in okbegil and regiongblanning efforts It

is expected that these other plans will also, in turn, consider and mesh their efforite with t
County Forest Plan. Coordination between Town, City, Village and County Comprehensive
plans, Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans, State Land Master Plans and
others is essential for effective land management. At no time will the Countstriyore
Department jeopardize County resources or infrastructure to accommodate others. The

County's needs will take precedence before all others.
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115 FOREST RESOURCE PLANNING
The Committee wildraw onproceduresss set forth in the Department of Natural Resources
Public Forest Lands Handbook no. 2468iicultureGui dance, supported b
forestry community and Silvicultural Guidance Team may be referenced in forest
management activitiegviscorsin Field Inventory and Reporting System (WisFIRS) will be
utilized as the primary tool for forest management planning decisions. Additional resources
such as the Count yforest hgbitantypé clabsdicateon, sok surgeys, e d g e
and DBeRdMsnagement Practices for Water Quality guidelmayg be utilized in

management decisions.

115.1 FOREST CERTIFICATION GROUP ADMINISTRATION
As the certification group manager, the Department of Natural Resources will be responsible
for overall admuistration of third-party certification efforts The DNR County Forest

Public LandsSpecialist will work in close cooperation with the Wisconsin County Forests

Association in coordinating this effort. Th
1 Record keepingf certification
1 Coordinating communication with the certification auditing firms
1 Reporting and payment of fees
1 Processing new entries and departures from the groups
1 Internal compliance monitoring

1 Dispute resolution
Detail on thecertification group administration is maintained in the Public Forest Lands
Handbook.
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115.2 FOREST CERTIFICATION

AshlandCount y6s Commi t ment to Sust ai

Our county forests provide a vital contribution to the State and the woratdwyding
economic, environmental and social benefits important to our quality ofAdieland
County believes that accomplishing such sustainable forestry requires a commitment and

partnership from all the groups and individuals that benefit from heslec lands.

AshlandCount yé6s Commi t ment

Within the scope of the Wisconsin County Forest Law and the County Forest
Comprehensive Land Use Plakshland County will implement forestry practices that
Ashland County believes wiiromote forest sustainability and multiple use of the forest.
In the management of the Foressthill include the sustainable harvest of forest products,

the protection of special sites, wildlife, plants, water quality and aesthetics.

All forestlandowners have a responsibility to provide sound forest stewardaisipland
County will work in cooperation with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and
other natural resources groups / agencies in providing sustainable forestry information to
those &ndowners and individuals impacting forest sustainability in Wisconsin. We will
support research efforts to improve the health, productivity, and management of forestlands
both internally and through cooperative efforts. In managinggidandCounty Forst, a
spectrum of forestry practices will be employed to achieve our sustainable forestry
objectives. Both intensive and more extensive forest management techniques will be used
to provide forforest productsyildlife, recreation, aesthetics, water qualiéesthetics and
ecosystem maintenance. In keeping with this responsiBiibhfandCountyis committed

to Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) and Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI®).
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120.1

125

1251

COUNTY AUTHORITY
The County Forest Comprehsive Land Use Plan is the official County Forest authority. The
Forestry and Recreation Committee of the County Board enforces the regulations governing

the use of the County Forest.

ORDINANCES
The county ordinances that apply to the administration and management of the Ashland
County Forest can be found in Chapt665.2.In addition, the following will be considered
in planning process.
1 Zoning ordinance
1 Floodplain- Shoreland Zoning ordinance
1 Motorized recreation ordinance
1 Non-Metallic Mining ordinance

HISTORY

STATEWIDE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

In 1927, the State Legislature passed the Forest Crop Law, authorizing counties to create
county forests. An opinion of the Attorney General with reference to the Forest Crop Law
stated that the counties would be exempt from the owner's share of annirall@29 the

law was amended to create the County Forest Reserve Law. In 1963, several major revisions
were made, creating the County Forest Law s28.11. The most notable change was the creation
of a permanent program of forests that would be manageccandance with a 10 Year
Comprehensive Land Use Plan developed by the county, with the assistance of the
Department of Natural Resources. Several grants and loans were created and remain available
to counties to compensate for public uses of these cousst fands as stipulated in s28.11.

To fulfill additional statutory obligations acreage, share payments to towns are currently
$.30/acre, and towns with county forest land receive a minimum of 10% of the stumpage

revenue from their respective County Foessth year.
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In 2020,thirty counties in Wisconsin owned approximately 2.4 million acres entered under

the County Forest Law.

Ashland County Forest History and Development

The Ashland County Forest originated with the taking of tax delinquent lands.
According to the County Board Proceedings, in January, 1929, C.A. Poundstone, then the
Chairman of the Board, received an invitation to attend an interim Committee meeting in
Madison. The subject was on delinquent lands, fires and County Forests. écaaed in
the march meeting of that same year that Mr. Poundstone reported the details of the Interim
Committee meeting to the County Board.

In August of 1931, Assemblymen B.J. Gehrman, as a member of the Interim
Committee, appeared before the Ashl@adinty Board.

At the November meeting in 1932, the County Clerk was authorized and instructed to
make application to the Wisconsin Conservation Department for entry of land under the Forest
Crop Law.

Countyowned lads were recorded as being accepted the Forest Crop Law by
the Ashland County Register of Deeds in Ashland on March 23, T988 marks the birth
of the Ashland County Forest.

125.2 WISCONSIN COUNTY FORESTS ASSOCIATION
Ashland County is a member of the Wisconsin County Forestedfation, Inc. (WCFA).
This Association was incorporated on May 15, 1968 under Chapter 181 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, without stock and not for profit. The WCFA Board of Directors is composed of
fifteen delegates elected from County Forestry Committdes are members of the

Association and two members at large.
WCFA provides a forum for consideration of issues and policy that are common to all of the

county committees responsible for their respective County Forest programs, including those

programs enaopassed under s. 28.11 and chapter 77, Wis. Stats. WCFA also provides
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leadership and counsel to County Forest administrators and forestry committees through
regular meetings and active committees on legislative and recreational issues. WCFA
develops and iml ements a strategic plan. The org
follows:

Wisconsin County Foresf\ssociation provides leadership uniting the interests of the

worl dés | argest county forest program w

sustainadity.

125.3 TRENDS
The values and uses of tAshlandCounty Forest contribute significantly to fulfilling many
of society's ecological and socioeconomic needs now and in the future. Changing trends will
impact the values and uses of the Fdaresbming years.

T Wisconsindés forests are naturally chang
CountyForest acreage statewide is a result of regeneration or planting from the early
to mid-190@® sMid to late successional northern hardwood foregtseplacing the
early successionalspedbi r ch, oak and jack pine fore
19700s. The ypasperns &ewerhabitat for many
species including deer, ruffagrouse, snowshoe hare and woodcock. Thentgou
forest system currently has 15% of he¢ at eds public | and base
resource Ashland County has made a conscious decision to aggressively manage our
aspen resource. This decision is reflected in the large influx of hunters evetydall
come to Ashland County to enjoy our aspen resource and the wildlife bounty it
provides.

1 Conflict over timber management practices will likely continue to increase as more
individuals and groups demand greater involvement in forestry decisions. é&ractic
such as clearcutting and evaged management will continue to be controversial.
Efforts to educate the public on the merits of these sound forest management
techniques will continue.

1 Ashland County may experience funding problems as municipalitiesbaneg

required to provide more services with less money. Potential losses of revenue from
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decreased shared revenues and resistance to tax increases may make county timber
revenues increasingly important to the finances of county governmentsotiliide
complicated by increasing public pressure to reduce timber harvests on county forests.
Increasing knowledge about a wider variety of species and their habitat needs is
leading to a growing list of threatened and endangered species. This could lead to
improvements in managing the forest and mitigating impacts to these species.
Mitigating measures have the potential to impede recreational and forest management
activities.

Invasive exotic species pose an emereasing threat to the County Forest. Gypsy
moth, Asian longhorned beetle, garlic mustard, buckthorn, honeysuckle have all
gai ned a f oot $fadstd. Refen tChalptes 600 forsspedifids on this
subject.

The Forest is considered to be an outdoor classroom serving all age groupst# cons

of diverse communities with a large variety of plant and animal life giving ample
opportunity for study and observation.

Greater demands are being placed on the Forest by people using it to fulfill their
outdoor recreational pursuits. The popularityrails for various uses has led to user
conflicts. In particular, increases in the numberlbterrain vehicles (ATV's and
UTV's), as well as Off Highway Motorcycles (OHM's), often results in conflict
between motorized and nonotorized users. Theserdticts could lead to the need

for more comprehensive access planning.

Demands for timber products in Ashland County are high. At the same time more
private land is being lost to fragmentation and parcelization. While many private
landowners still desir@tmanage their timber resources from an economic standpoint,
the change in ownership could drive up demand for County forest products.

There is an increased desire to harvest non timber products from the forest. Some of
these harvests are sustainable aadageable, while others are not. Increased harvest

of timber products in nesustainable or damaging ways could lead to a decline of
certain species and the availability of certain forest products (Birch pole and twig

harvesting).
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125.4 PROTECTING THEPUBLIC RESOURCE
As stated in State Statute 28.11 (1), the county forest program enables and encourages
Athe planned devel opment and management of
of forest products together with recreational opportunities]lgl watershed protection
and stabilization of stream flow, giving full recognition to the concept of muitipéeto
assure maximum public benefits to protect the public rights, interests and investments in
such lands; and to compensate the couritieshe public uses, benefits and privileges
these lands provide; all in a manner which will provide a reasonable revenue to the

townsi n which such | ands | ie. o
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200

205

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

Objectives

1. To comply with and implement the provisions of the County Forestry Ordinance.

2. To administer and manage the County Forest in accordance with s. 28.11, Wis. Stats.

3. To cooperate with the Department of Natural Resoueres other agencies and
organizations in the interest of furthering the optimum management of the forest on a
sustainable basis.

4. To provide adequate financial support for the program by using county designated
revenues and appropriations, along withds available from federal and state sources.

5.  To maintain an adequate system of accounts, records and reports for the orderly
administration of the forest and evaluation of program needs and implementation.

6. To facilitate the administration of therést by authorizing personnel, equipment and
facilities necessary to assist the Committee and the administrator in carrying out their
duties.

ROLES

Ashland County functions with a County Administrator. The County Administrator provides

diredion to the Forest Administrator in regards to County policy, budgets and personnel

issues. The County Administrator also helps facilitate between the Forestry Department and

the County Board. The Forest Administrator works with the Forestry and Recreation

Committee to develop department policy and to develop annual budgets.

Ashland County and the Department have a mutual interest in administration of the

County Forest. It shall be the policy of the Ashland County Board througkstiiand

County Forestry and Recreation Committee to cooperate with County and Department

personnel in carrying out the program on the County forest. The County/Department roles are
further defined in the Public Forest Lands Handbook, 2460.5.
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205.1 COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Powers of théshlandCounty Board, relative to the management of county forest lands are

defined in s.28.11(3) and additional authority may include:

il
il
il

Annual Budget and WorRlan
Grants/Loans

Land acquisitions

205.1.1 Ashland Countyrorestryand Recreatio@ommittee

The Ashland County Board of Supervisors assigns the administration of the County Forest to

the Ashland County Forestry and Recreation Commitieketailed below.

1.

©

Preparation of an annual work plan and budget for the ensuing calendar year to
be presented for the Board's approval.
Establishment and maintenance of the facilities necessary to conduct forest
operations.
Negotiations forand acquisition of lands necessary to further the objectives of
the county forest.
Review and approval of all proposed recreation projects on the county forest
lands.
Cooperation with the Department of Natural Resources on all matters pgrtainin
to natural resource management on the county forest.
Participation in all other activities involved in the execution and administration
of silviculturally sound, sustainabli®restry operations in the county forest
program including the sale of sp#ic tracts of timber
Employ personnel to administer and implement the county forest program.
Hold committee meetings as necessary to carry out the above duties.

Any other duties as required by order or resolution passed by the ASblantg

Board of Supervisors.
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205.1.2 Forest Administrator

1.

The Forest Administrator will act as the agent of the committee and will carry
out its orders, as well as execute assignments outlined in the comprehensive
plan, and an annual plan, all within the framework outlined in s. 28.11, Wis.
Stats.

The Forst Administrator will prepare an agenda for and will be present at all
Ashland County Forestry and Recreation Committee meetings.

The Forest Administrator will record minutes of each meeting and distribute as
appropriate, as well as maintainapersnant mi nut edés record.
The Forest Administrator will serve as the Director of the For&sRgcreation
Department in coordinating the programs of work of staff members and other
matters as directed by the Committee.

5.  The Forest Administratavill supervise the timber sale program, tree
planting, site preparation, timber stand improvement, road and firebreak
construction and maintenance, land acquisition, entry and withdrawal of county
forest lands, trespass investigations, and long and shorptanning, all within
the restrictions of s. 28.11 Wis. Stats.

6. The Forest Administrator will oversee and maintain all public facilities of
the Forestrg RecreatiorDepartment.

7. The Forest Administrator will serve as the Snowmobile Trail ATV

Trail Coordinator for Ashland County.

205.2 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

The role of the Department in the County Forest program is to:

1. Encourage technically sound management of the County Forest
resources.

2. Protect the public rights, benefits and investments in County Forest
lands.
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3.  Administer state compensation to the county for the public rights, benefits
and privieges the county forest lands provide as required by s.-28.1Wis.

Stats.

4. Provide County Forest assistance consistent with those identified per the

Public ForesLands Handboak

205.2.1 Division of Forestry

2.

It is the function of this Division to:

1. Certify and make forest aid payments (variable acreage and project loans)
to the county and audit courgxpenditures of the forestry fund account
pursuant to s. 28.11(8)(b), Wis. Stats.

Certify and make acreage payments to towns pursuant to s. 28.11(8)(a), Wis.
Stats.

3. Maintain and certify County Forest acreage by township, and audit
distribution of ®verance share payments (s.28.11(9) Wis. Stats.) made

annually by the counties.

4. Collect severance share payments of not less than twenty percent of actual

stumpage sales value on timber cut from the County Forest pursuant &
28.11(9)(a), Wis. Stats.
5. Administer various aids and grants pertaining, but not limited to, the
County Forest program.

6. Assist with development and implementation of the County Forest
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

7. Interpret and administer the laws and regulations set forth by the Legislature
and the Natural Resousc8oard.
Approve annual Work Plans
Review and approve or deny applications for withdrawal and entry of lands
into the County Forest Law program.

10.  5year Audit Programmatic and Financials
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205.2.2 Local Office
Field representatives of the Department are available to provide technical advice and
assistance to the county in natural resources management. This assistance includes, but is not
limited to the following:
2052.2.1 Forest Management
The forester designated by the Department to serve as Liaison to the Committee will
provide technical assistance in managing the resources of the county forest. The
forester's dutiesmiclude the following, but not limited to:
1. Attend all Committee meetings and any county board meetings as requested.
2. Assist in establishing, inspecting, and administering timber sales in cooperation
with county forest personnel.
Process timér sale approvals, cutting notices and reports.
Maintain for the Department a record of forest management accomplishments,
forms and maps.
Assist in preparation of projects, plans and estimates.
Provide assistance to the Committee in the preparation of the annual budget,
annual work plan and the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan.
Assist in CountyForest timber thefand larceny investigations.
8. Organize and prepare minutes of annaatership meeting as required in the
Public Forest Lands Handbaok

205.2.2.2 Other DNR Program Functions

1. Fire Mangement- Maintain a system of communications, equipment, and
trained personnel to prevent and suppress forest fires, assist with prescribed
burns: and enforce forest fire related laws.

2. Forest Pest ContrelProvide technical services for preventidetection and

suppression of forest pests in the district.

3. Wildlife Managemert Conduct surveys of wildlife populations, habitat, and
public use. Wildlife personnel use this information when providing technical
assistance on long term ecosystem planning as well as wildlife habitat
management, habitat improvement and wildlife health. Attend committee

meetings as requiesl.
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215
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4. Fisheries ManagemenMaintain the quality of the fishery resource in
thewaters of the Forest to produce a balanced return to the angler, consistent

with sound management principles.

5. Law EnforcementEnforce state natural resource laamsl regulations and assist
in the enforcement of county and federal natural resource laws and ordinances.

6. Environmental ProtectiorEnforce and provide technical assistance in matters
related to water and shore land management, pollution detesmtid waste
disposal.

7. Endangered ResourcesProvide technical expertise on rare, threatened or
endangered species and natural community surveys, identification and
management. Assist other DNR functions and the county in identifying local

and landscaplevel issues.

COOPERATION
To meet the obligation of the county to the public in accordance with s.28.11, it is in the best
interest of Ashland County to cooperate with public agenciespradih organizationstribal

nations, and others.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
An annual budget shall be prepared by the Ashland County Forestry and Recreation
Committee. This budget shall contain county, state, privatepradit and federal funds

needed to carry out the forestry, lpand recreation program on the forest.

REVENUE FROM OPERATIONS

The following procedure will apply in crediting income from the forest:

215.1.1 Timber Sale Revenue
All revenue received from the sale of timber stumpage on the Ashland County Forest
shall be deposited in revenue account #01.48.48352, entitled "County Forest Sale of
Stumpage”. All severance taxes incurred as a result of such sales shall be paid from

therevenue account #01.48.48352, as required by state statute. Three percent of gross
500- 6



timber sale proceeds shall be deposited in a-lausing revenue account;
#01.57116.5000, and will be used for Forestry Department operations. The balance of

net revenue shtidoe deposited in the Ashland County General Fund.

215.1.2 Other County Forest Revenue
All revenue collected from fees and use permits, sale of surplus materials and
equipment or other revenue received by the citteenshall be deposited in revenue
account #01.48.48401, entitled "County Forest Miscellaneous Revenue". Proceeds

from this account are deposited in the Ashland County General Fund.

215.2 OUTSIDE SOURCES OF REVENUE

215.2.1 State Funds
In addition to other state funds that may subsequently become available for county use,
the following state funding sources will be used where appropriate in admiarstvathe

Forest:

1. Variable Acreage Share Lods. 28.11(8)(}l., Wis. Stats.). The county may
apply for variable acreage share loans in the amount of up to fifty cents per acre

of regular entry County Forest land by December 31. Payment is mimde to
county on or before March 3lst of each year and deposited in the State Forest
Aid fund. Application is made by County Board Resolution.

2. Projectloangs. 28.11(8)(b)2., Wis. Stats.) are available to undertake acquisition
and development projectsf an "economically produc:H
game projects or recreation projects do not qualify. Application is made by
County Board Resolution.

3. County Forest Administration Grant Prograi® 28.13(5m) Wis. Stats).

Annual grants are available to fund up to 50% of the salary and fringe benefits
of a professional forester in the position of county forest administrator or
assistant county forest administration. Benefits may not exceed f4{®iaxy.

Application, along with an approved annual work plan, by January 31, with
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payment by April 18 of each year.

4. Sustainable County Forest GrantsAnnual grants made for shddrm
unanticipated projects that promote sustainable forestry. ®eatailcontained
in s. NR 47.75, Wisconsin Administrative Code.

5. County Fish and Game Projest23.09(12), Wis. Stats.).

Wildlife Habitat Development Grais. 23.09(17m), Wis. Stats).

7. County Forest Road Aidands are available for dadesignated mile of County

Forest road. The certification is done on a biannual basis.

8. KnowlesNelsonStewardship Program: for land acquisition to be enrolled in the

County Forest Law.

215.2.2 Federal funds and programs
In addition to others that may be available, the following funds and programs will be used
where practical:
1. Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (LAWCON) This fund provides up to
50% matching grants for thequisition, development and renovation of local
parks.
Resource Conservation and Development (Technical Services).
3. PittmanrRobertson fund. This fund provides for wildlife management and
habitat improvement.
4. Sport Fish Restoration (Dingelbhnson) fund. This fund provides financing
for fish management projects administered by DNR.
5. Federal Endangered Species fund. This fund provides cost sharing and grants
for surveys, monitoring and management programs that conserve a threatened
or endagered species. Contact the DNR Natural Heritage Conservation for

information.
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215.2.3 Other Funds
Other potential funding sources are groups such as Ducks Unlimited, Ruffed Grouse
Society, TrouUnlimited, Whitetails Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, local

sportsman's clubs, service organizations, etc.

The Ashland County Forestry and Recreation Department regularly seeks funds from
these sources to be used for specific projects witl@rCounty Forest.

The Committee will consider donations, endowments and other gifts, whether real estate,
equipment or cash. The county corporation counsel may be consulted to ascertain whether
such gifts benefit the county.

215.3 COUNTY EXPENDITURES

All purchases and expenditures shall comply with County purchasing policy, and state
statutes.

220 COUNTY RECORDS
The County Forest administrator will keep concise and orderly records and accounts of
all revenue received, expenditures incurred and accomplishments resulting from the
operations of the forestry department. A job description, time and expense aaport

training recordwill be kept on each employee.

220.1 ACCOUNTS
All accounts and bookkeeping procedures will be handled by the Forest Administrator
and Administrative Assistant, or as otherwise directed by the Ashland County
Forestry and Recreation Committee.
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220.1.1State Aid Forestry AccourtAshland County Forestry Department Fund 22
Variable acreage share loans (s. 28.11(8)(b)1., Wis. Stats.), project loan funds (s.

28.11(8)(b)(2.)Wis. Stats.), and sustainable foyegrants (s. 28.11(5r), Wis. Stats., and s.
NR 47.75, Wis. Adm. Code) that are distributed by the DNR are deposited in this account.
Expenditures of variable acreage share funds from this account are restricted to the purchase,
development, preservati@md maintenance of the county forest. Expenditure of project loan
funds are governed by the conditions of project approval. Sustainable Forestry grants from
this account must be spent specific to the approved pr&eeenue received from the sale
of equpment purchased with State Aid Account money must be redeposited in the State Aid

Account.

220.1.2 Other County Forest Accounts

The Ashland County Forest8yRecreatiorDepartment has established accounts for
snovmobileand ATV trailmaintenance, tree planter maintenance, tree planter
revenue, County Tourism and Promotions, vehicle replacement, boat landing repair
and maintenance, payment of utilities at Forestry Department office, garages, and
boat landings, memberships & dues, ofopplies, travel, gasoline & fuels,
equipment & machinery maintenance & repairs, recreational development, postage,
advertising, other operation supplies, capital outlay, roads & trails and staff salaries
& benefits. Some specific accounts listed aboedadgeted as stdrcounts under
County Improvement & Development and County Forest Program.

220.1.3 Account Numbers

Name of Account Expenditures Revenue
County Conservation Aids 01.57113.5000 01.42.42370
Wildlife Habitat Development Grant 01.57116.5000 22.42.42464
Forest Administrator Salary Grant 2257111 22.42.42465
State Aid Project Loan 22.57119.5800 22.42.42466
Variable Acreage Share Loan 22.57119.5349 22.42.42471
Sustainablé-orestry Grant 22.57115.5116 22.42.42469
Snowmobile Trail Aid 01.56440.5000 01.42.42463
County Forest Road Aid 19.57117.5000 19.45.45962
County Forest Sale of Stumpage 01.48.48352
Tree Planter Rental 25.48.48402
Tree Planter Maintenance 25.57114.5000

County Improvement & Development 23.51120
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County Tourism/Promotions 23.51124
County Forestry Program 01.57110
County Forest Misc. Revenue 01.48.48401

20.2 TIMBER SALES

220.2.1 Active Files
Active timber sale fileghardcopy or €opy), at a minimum, should contain or reference the
following items:
1. Timber sale cutting notice and report (Form 24§60
Timber sale narrative (Form 248@)
Contract and all addendums
Timber sale map
Ledger account of scale
Timber salenspection journal / notes
Pertinent correspondence
Liability insurance
FISTA training

Financial assurance (performance bond:

© © N o o k& 0N

L
= o

Field scale sheets

=
N

Lock box tickets (if applicable)

220.2.2 Closed Files
Once sales have been completed and aulditddNR only the following items need to be
maintained in the file as a permanent record:
1. Timber sale notice and cutting report
Contract and addendums
Timber sale map

Pertinent correspondence

a k~ 0N

Financial ledger/summary
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225 PERSONNEL
The Ashland County Forest Administrator shall have authorization to organize the workload
of the Ashland County Forestry and Recreation Department employees and contractors.
Personnel of the Ashland County Forestry Department will be gesdry the work policies
as set forth by Ashland County.

225.1 COUNTY FORESTSTAFF
The following positions are essential for the operation of the Forest: County Forest
Administrator, Assistant Counfyorest Administrator, County Forester, Recreation Officer,
Administrative Assistant and the contracted Trail Supervisor. Other labor is hired on a part

time basis or for training purposes.

225.2 HIRING PERSONNEL
All hiring of permanent personnel will be approved by the Forestry and Recreation
Committee, having been accounted for in the annual work plan and budget. The actual
hiring of permanent personnel will be by recommendation of the Forestry and
RecreatiorCommittee, with approval of the Ashland County Finance and Executive
Committee. Seasonal help and short term labor for special projects will be recruited

and hired by the Forest Administrator.

225.3 OTHER SOURCES OF LABOR
TheForestAdministrator willconsider and recommend supplemental resouhegsan

be utilized on the foresfollowing county procurement policy.

225.4 TRAINING
The Forester Administrator will be responsible for scheduling @odiding appropriate
training to keep staff current with safety
technologies, and other training appropriate to managéstilandCounty Forest. A training

record will be retainethy each employee ideffing the course name, content and date of
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attendane.

230 EQUIPMENT

All equipment and supplies will be coordinated by the FobfeBninistrator. The Forest
Administrator will be responsible for locating equipment, considering the most economical
alternatives of buying, borrowing, renting or constructing. The Forest Administrator will also
be responsible for maintaining an inventory,be updated annually, of equipment under
his/her jurisdiction. Any forestry department employee may purchase equipment and supplies
when he / she has prior approval from the Forest Administrator. Equipment shall be purchased
by competitive bidding as peounty policy. The following is a list of hecessary equipment
for the operations of the Forestry and Recreation department:

3 Pickup Trucks

3 ATV's

2 Snowmobiles

Tractor with assorted attachments

Power tools and hand tools as needed

Computes, GPS units and GIS software

Field clothes and data gathering tools
230.1 FACILITIES
Maintenance of the facilities is assigned to the Forest Administrator and includes the

following:

1. Office and garagecated at 314 W. Michigan Street in the Village of Butternut,
Ashland County. The garage at this location is a heated storage facility which houses the
Forestry Departments vehicles, paint and assorted Forestry Department supplies.

2. Forestry Departmei@hop building located on Creamery Road in the Town of Agenda,
Ashland County. This building is a heated facility that houses a snowmobile trail groomer

and drag along with other Forestry Department vehicles, pesticides and assorted supplies.

3. 2nd Landig Boat Landing on Lake Superior, located on Reykdal Road in the Town of
Sandborn, Ashland County. Includes boat landing and break wall areas, boat wash facilities,

restroom facilities, lighting, parking lot and grounds.
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4. Allen Tomzcak Boat Landing orake Superior located in the City of Ashland.
Routine maintenance of the facility is performed by Chequamegon Boat Club members. The

overall facility is the responsibility of the County Forest Administrator.
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300

3001

300.2

DESCRIPTION OF FOREST

COUNTY FOREST OWNERSHIP

The County Forest is composeds@fmanagement compartments ranging in size from
336acres to nearl2073acres. Within the county fordsiockingboundaries approximately
75 percent of the land is county owned with most of the remakRbipgercent in small

private holdings. A map of tee compartments can be foundha Appendix 1000.

NATURAL FEATURES

300.2.1 Topography

The AshlandCounty Forest, located in tlm®rthernpart of the state, lies primarily within

the North Central Brestphysiographic region(s) of Wisconsin. The topography of the
forest and surrounding area has glacial origin. The glaciers eroded hilltops and filled
valleys, thus reducing relief. Elevations range frb250 feetin the northernpart of the
county forest t01496 feein thesouthern part of the county fore$he terrain ranges from

hilly in thenorthto gently rollingin thesoutherrpart of the forest.

300.22 Geography

Ashland County has a laradeacoveing 668,045 acres. The county has 1,250 square miles

of surface water in the form of lakes, rivers streams, and wetlands. There are 157 named lakes
totaling 9.28 square miles or 5936 achggproximately88 percent of the land in the county

is classified asdrest land. The County Forest contains approximat@ly83acres

Appendix 100Gontainsamap showing the location of the County Forest.

300.23 Geology and Soils

The soils ofAshlandCounty have been derived largely from the weathering of lHeag

drift deposits and show a great variation within relatively short distances. Since the glacial
period, the soils have been modified by water action, wind, and the accumulation and
incorporation of organic material. Soil types on the County Fonegériomloamy and silt

soils over loamy till and sandy loam soils over outwash plains. The County Forest lies

primarily on the loamy soils on the upland sites and range to imperfectly drained mineral soils,
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muck and peat on the lowland sit@sgeneralize soil map can be found the Appendix
100Q Detailed soils information is availabldéom the USDA Web Soil Survey

(websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov).

300.24 Ecological Landscapes

Ecological Landscapes are regions in Wisconsin containing similar e@sidgyanagement
opportunities. Each landscape can present unique management opportunities and challenges.
These landscapes are essentially based on the National Hierarchical Framework of Ecological
Units (NHFUE) (Cleland et al. 1997). More informationtbe 16 Ecological Landscapes
defined within Wisconsin is available at:

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/landscapes/index.asp?mode=Choose

The Ashland County Forest lies within the NaZintral Forest Ecological Landscape.

North Central Forest Found across northern Wisconsin. Soils generally sandy loams,

sands and silts with forest types dominated by northern mesic forest types such as northern

hardwood, aspehirch and sprucér.

300.25 Vegetative Cover Types

Approximately 91 percent of theAshland County Forest land base is forestehd
approximately 9 percent is ndorested Forested uplands are comprised of primarily
northern hadtwood, aspen and balsam fithie fir-spruce, swamp hardwoods, tamarack and
cedar occupy the forested lowlandsNon-forestedincludes types such a®pen water,

wetlands, right®f-way, grass openings, shrubs and bogs
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FORESTED COMMUNITIES
Theforested cover types are made up or a variety of size clasgesadration, saplingole,
and saw timbgrand structurec@nopy, layers, ground vegetation, dead and downed material

and inclusiony Descriptions can be found in Chapter 800.

Forest covetypes associated withthe County Forest are:

Forest Type Symboll Forest Type Description | Stands| Acres |% of Recon Acreg % of Forested Acres
A ASPEN 259 | 7,790 21% 21%
BW WHITE BIRCH 2 11 0% 0%
C WHITE CEDAR 126 | 5175 14 % 14 %
FB BALSAM FIR 24 429 1% 1%
H HEMLOCK 9 343 1% 1%
MR RED MAPLE 55 | 1,515 4% 4%
NH NORTHERN 332 (15,790 40 % 40 %
HARDWOODS
@] OAK 2 22 0% 0%
PR RED PINE 34 468 1% 1%
SB BLACK SPRUCE 26 |1,025 3% 3%
SH SWAMP HARDWOODS 79 1,721 5% 5%
SwW WHITE SPRUCE 10 92 0% 0%
T TAMARACK 68 1,998 5% 5%
TOTAL 1,026 | 36379 95% 95%

*percentages may not sum 100% due to rounding*
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NON-FORESTED COMMUNITIES

Non-forested habitats are important components of management within the County Forest.
Up-land andvetland noHorest types provide important habitat for distinct groups of species.

Non-Forest cover types associated wittihe County Forest are:

Forest Type Symboll Forest Type Description | Stands| Acres |% of Recon Acre§ % of Total Acres
BK BRACKEN GRASSLAND | 31 121 4% 0%
EW EMERGENT WETLAND 5 160 5% 0%
KB MUSKEGi BOG 11 239 7% 1%
LM MINOR LAKE 14 135 4% 0%
WSA WETLAND SHRUB' 58 2775 81% 8%
ALDER
TOTAL 119 | 3,430 100% 9%

*percentages may not sum 100% due to rounding*

BK 1 Bracken Grassland:

Open upland sites in northern Wisconsin occurring on infertile sandy soils. Some sites have
variable coverages of low shrubs. Common species include: Bracken Fern, Penn Sedge,
Canada Bluegrass, Povefat Grass, Gray Goldenrod, Comnfatnawberry, Blueberries,

Sweet Fern, Prairie Willow, Hazelnuts

EW1i Emergent Wetland:

Permanent or sergiermanent wetlands dominated by swoody hydrophytes, excluding

deep marshes, bogs and fens. Water depths may vary from a temporarily saturated soi

condition during part of the year, to permanent inundation of water above the soil surface

up to 6 inches deep. Emergent wetlands encompass numerous community types, such as

shallow marshes, wet prairie, sedge meadows, and wet meadows. Common species

include: Cattails (Typha sp.), Canada Bluejoint Grass, Smartweeds, Bulrushes, Sedges,

Aster sp., Giant BuReed, Bidens sp., Arrowhead, Phragmites, Reed Canary Grass, Water

Hemlock, Rice CutGrass, Purple Loosestrife, Swamp Milkweed, Redtop, Woolgrass,
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MarshMilkweed, Sunflower, Goldenrod (Solidago sp.), Boneset;pl@eweed, Nettles,
Jewelweed, Manna Grass, Mint, Meadowrue, Glossy Buckthorn, Common Buckthorn,

Honeysuckle, Alder, Dogwood, Willow (Salix sp.), Elderberry

KB i Muskeg Bog

Acidic, low nutrient peatlands dominated by Sphagnum mosses. Trees are absent or
scattered and stunted. Common species include: Sphagnum Moss, Black Spruce,
Tamarack, Cotton Grass, Leatherleaf, Cranberry, Labrador Tea

LM T Minor Lake

Water less than 40 acres in area, editig rivers less than 1/8 mile in width

WSAT Wetland Swamp Alder

Wetland shrub sites with more than 50% alder (Primary). Common species include: Alder,
Reed Canary Grass, Aster sp.,-Rye WeedMeadowsweet, Goldenrod (Solidago sp.),
Milkweed, Sede (Carex sp.), Canada Bluejoint

Wetlands

Wi sconsin State Statutes define a wetl and
land surface long enough to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydroygtation, and

which has soil indicative of wet condition
complex association of plants and animals, soils and water levels having special natural
values. They provide many functional values including shrerelnd flood protection, water

guality protection, groundwater recharge, and animal and plant habitat. Therefore, it is the
policy of AshlandCounty to preserve, protect, and manage wetlands under its jurisdiction in
manner that recognizes the natural ealaf wetland and their importance on the environment.
Scientist distinguish dozens of wetland types, characterized by vegetation, soil type and
degree of saturation or water covEne types described above #re more prominent types

found on the Countlforest
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300.26 Fish andwildlife
Wisconsin supports over 650 different types of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and
fish as well as millions of invertebrates. Management of county forest lands dnatihe
communities they support provide a mix of habitat types and ages for a wide range of
wildlife species. Each species, or interacting group of species, do best under different
conditions.  County forest lands provide a full range of habitats frorn ope
grasslands/barrens to mature forests, from bogs to forested wetlands, from spring ponds to
lake shorelines. County forest staffs work closely with WDNR fish and wildlife managers
and conservation organizations to identify and manage critical habitdtréeding,

migrating and wintering fish and wildlife.

While the AshlandCounty Forest provides for a wide range of fish and wildlife species,
current management strategies or programs have emphasized the following species and/or
communities

Ruffed Graise- Ashland County has numerous hunter walking trails and they are
managed to increase the hunterds opportuni
are maintained on a rotating basis and are mowed annually. Hunters come from around the
countryto take advantage of our ruffed grouse hunting.

Wild Turkeys- In conjunction with our hunter walking trails, we also maintain a
number of wildlife openings. These openings are mowed on a regular basis to maintain

their brush free status. Many turkey henstuse these openings to target spring turkeys.

300.27 Rare and Endangered Resources

A review of the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI) indicates the presence of a number of rare
species, natural communities and unique natural features dshladCounty Forest.All

land disturbing projects will include an evaluation phase, to determine whether an NHI

screening is required.
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The Natural Heritage Inventory Database is the most comprehensive source of rare species
data for Wisconsin. These data are used for a variety of purposes including research, land
management, state land master planning, community planning, conservatioingland

review of public and private activities across the state, The NHI Portal is currently available

to DNR staff and County Forest staff who hold a data sharing license.

The Wisconsin Historical Preservation Database is the most comprehensieso$cuitural
resources for Wisconsin. These data are used for a variety of purposes including research,
land management, state land master planning, community planning, conservation planning
and review of public and private activities across the state, WWisconsin Historical

Preservation Database is currently available to DNR staff and County Forest staff.

300.28 Water
AshlandCounty hash,936acres involvingl57 namedakes,96 flowages and48 miles of

streams. Of thisotal, 294 miles are classified as trout streams.

Within the County Forest boundaries there is a variety of fishery resources. Approx#nately
named an@® unnamed lakes have all or portions of their shoreline under county ownership.
In addition, the county owns frontage on ot&named trout streams totaling ox3&miles.

A complete inventory of the surface water resource8siniand County can be founchi
Appendix 1000.

Ashland County Forestalso hasl14 streams totaling37 miles which are classified as
Outstanding and Exceptional Resource Waters including:
1 Tyler Forks
1 Bad River Slough
1 Kakagon Slough
The Bad River and Kakagon Sloughs are the largestrivédoeds on Lake Superior. Tyler
Forks is a very scenic waterway that attracts many tourists every year.
Note An entire listing of the outstanding and exceptional resource waters can be
found in Wisconsin Admin. Code NR102.10 and 102.11.
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300.3 @WLTURAL FACTORS

300.31 Economy

The i mportance of the County Forests to Wis
County Forests sustain over 60,000-fuie jobs derived from logging, trucking, paper

production, manufactured building materialsj &amber. Many other jobs are created in

such businesses as the expanding printing industry and are located far from the forested
northland.County Forestsontribue to the 24billion-dollar forest industry in Wisconsin.

In addition, the lands managedthgse30 countiegrovide an important recreation resource

to complement our stateds valuable tourism
businesses. By providing 2.4 million acres of public recreation land, we bring tourist to our
state. Agpopulation increases and public access to privately owned forestland decreases, the
need for accessible lands unquestionably will assume an ever more importaifocte.
information on the economic impact of the County Forest program can be found at

https://www.wisconsincountyforests.com/

Production of forest products and spifi industries derived from the recreational
opportunities on the Forest and the forest products it produces are vitatyanpoAshland

Count yods e-bang. éorestandustry Is theS#ranked employer in the County.
Recreation is ranked #.  This information can be found at the following link:

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestbusinesses/factsheets.html

300.32 Education and Research

Education and research continue to be critical components in making decisions that affect our
natural resources. As public needs and demands of our fock#s goroducts increase, we

must be prepared to assure that sound decisions result. To thigsthaihd County
encourages and supports research efforts that relate to the forest, and educational opportunities

that will promote a better understandingafefst communities and management.
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300.4 OTHER PUBLIC LANDS OWNERSHIP

Ashland County Forest shares a common boundary with the U.S. Forest Service and Iron County
Forest. Roads and trails are connected without interruption between the public lardlagforia

more enjoyable experience for the user groups. The southern half of Ashland County has large tracts
of U.S. Forest Service land which is used for recreational opportunities, very similarly to the county
forest. Ashland County works with both et to ensure productive and efficient access to property,
helping to maintain and healthy timber sale program. Ashland County Forestry & Recreation
Department will continue to form and build on these relationships with other adjacent public lands in
thebest interest of the public. Some of the other public land ownerships within the county are Board
of Commissioners of Public Lands (BCPL), and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources State
lands. Within the State lands there are several State Nataad And one State Park (Copper Falls
State Park).
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CHAPTER 400 OBJECTIVE

400

The purpose of Chapter 400 is to identify policy andcedures relating to:

1. The acquisition of land to be enrolled in County Forest pursuant to s. 28.11(4)(b),
Wis. Stats. or other lands possessing special or unique values areas that are not suited
primarily for timber production to be entered under s. 28.11(4)(c), Wis. Stats., special
use classification.

2. The acquisition of lands throughout the county for the purpose of future trading for
priority parcels to be enrolled in County Forest pursuast #8.11(4)(b), Wis. Stats.

3. The acquisition of land interests such as conservation easements, first ngftsaf,

or other land rights of the benefit to county forests.

4. Location, identification, and protection of county forest ownership boundaries.

COUNTY FOREST OWNERSHIP

The majority of the County Forest lands throughout the State were previously in private
ownership and came under public ownership in a substantially degraded condition, by way

of real estate tax delinquency and subsequent tax deed to Counties. Continued attempts to
sell much of the degraded tax deeded lands were unsuccessful. In response to the lack of
demand from private owners, counties worked in cooperation with State aedalFed
Agencies to restore these |l ands into prod

County Forests of Wi sconsinodo, W Conservat

Over time, counties have realized benefits from continuing to retain select tax deeded land,
acquiringselect land from willing sellers by purchase, trade, or gift, and the continual

protection of county forest ownership boundaries.

The Ashland County Forest originated with the taking of tax delinquent lands. According to
the County Board Proceedings January, 1929, C.A. Poundstone, then the Chairman of the
Board, received an invitation to attend an interim Committee meeting in Madison. The subject
was on delinquent lands, fires and County Forests. It was recorded in the march meeting of
that same yedhat Mr. Poundstone reported the details of the Interim Committee meeting to

the County Board.
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In August of 1931, Assemblymen B.J. Gehrman, as a member of the Interim
Committee, appeared before the Ashland County Board.

At the November meeting 032, the County Clerk was authorized and instructed to
make application to the Wisconsin Conservation Department for entry of land under the Forest
Crop Law.

Countyowned lands were recorded as being accepted into the Forest Crop Law by
the Ashland Couy Register of Deeds in Ashland on March 23, 1933. This marks the birth
of the Ashland County Forest.

In 1963, several major revisions were made to the County Forest Law. The most
notable change to the law was to create a permanent program of fotestaittidoe managed
in accordance with a 3gear Comprehensive Land Use Plan, developed by the county with
assistance from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.

LAND OWNERSHIP GOALS
It is the goal of Ashland County to acquire land from wgliandowners for fair prices
established pursuant to Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practices or other

method approved by the County. See section 420 for criteria on how to achieve these goals.

COUNTY FOREST BLOCKING

Since the beginnmp of the County Forest Program in the State of Wisconsin, counties
established boundaries for the purpose of distinguishing between lands that were best
suited for forestry and lands best suited for agricultural production. This boundary became

referredtas a fABl ocking Boundaryo and ptermvi ded

planning, and guided management decisions.

In the early stages of the development of County Forests, counties commonly traded tax
deed parcels that were located outside of Bhecking Boundary for the remaining
privately-owned parcels within the Blocking Boundary. A primary purpose for these trades
was to promote agricultural economic development by assisting farmers with obtaining the

most productive agricultural lands awile in a given County.
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Blocking Boundaries are dynamic and should be evaluated on a routine basis to evaluate
adequacy relative to the current priorities. Forestry staff will notify the Committee as

parcels become available within the Blocking Boundary.

County Forest Blocking Boundaries are established by Committee and by subsequent
approval of the Ashland County Board. A map of the official boundaries is found in the
Appendix.

415 PRIVATE INHOLDINGS
Ashland County recognizes that extensive private landholdings lie within the forest

boundaries. The County will respect the rights of the private landowners who are its
neighbors. The County may approach private landowners with proposals for landgsirchas
or trades, but will not coerce landowners to sell or trade. It will be the policy to consider
purchasing any properties that are available if they are deemed appropriate for County

ownership.

Ashland County considers all properties within the Cotatest Blocking Boundary to be
priorities, as they become available.

420 ACQUISITION OF LAND WITHIN THE COUNTY FO REST BLOCKING
BOUNDARY
The land within the blocking boundary includes private land as welras dwned by
Ashland County and other government entities. It is not the deliberate intent of Ashland

County to acquire all lands within the blocking boundary.

Determination of a parcel 6s value toythe Co

the Committee in consultation with the County Forest Administrator.
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Certain lands are considered to be of higher priority for acquisition due to:

1. Lands that improve management efficiencies such as reducing the length of

private/public boundariesr improve access to existing county forest.

Lands that will increase the counties inventory of productive timberland and provide
a consistent source of raw material to the forest products industry.

Lands that conserve surface and groundwater, maintagvalagped shoreline, and
increase public access to water features.

Lands that are threatened by private development or fragmentation that may result in
a longterm negative impact on adjacent public lands.

Lands that are threatened by private developmeinhgmentation that may result in

a longterm net negative impact to local and county governments.

Lands that will provide for priority trail connections and expansions or reduce or
eliminate existing user conflicts.

Lands that contain threatenedemdangered plant, animals, or communities; or other

natural features considered to be of high conservation value.

ACQUISITION OF LAND OUTSIDE THE COUNTY F OREST BLOCKING
BOUNDARY

Counties may consider acquisn of lands outside the blocking boundary in instances

where:

1.

Land becomes available to the County which possess values consistent with the
priority criteria listed above and is eligible to be enrolled as County Forest Special
Use under s. 28.11(4)(c) WiStats.

Land becomes available to the County that, if acquired by the County, will facilitate

a fair trade or other transaction resulting in county ownership of land within the
county forest blocking boundary.

Land becomes available to the County, thatcguired would serve to increase the
manageable land base for the County. This acquisition would necessitate a change to

the blocking boundary.
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ACQUISITION OF LAND RIGHTS
In addition to acquiring fee simple land ownership, Counties findyit advantageous to
acquire other interests in private or public lands within the blocking boundary such as:
1. Conservation easements for such purposes as:
A. Limiting residential density.
B. Managing runoff that affects county land.
C. Achieving greater silvicultural consistency, pest management, invasive species
control, research, or other on adjacent private lands.
First right of refusal.
Flowage easements.

Ingress and egress easements for county managementgsurpos

METHODS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR ACQUISITION LAND TITLE OR

RIGHTS

Acquisition may be by outright purchase or trade based on competent appraisal of the value
or values involved, or by gift, bequest or action to foreclose tax liens. The County Forest
Administrator will be the agent of the Committee in making first contact with potential sellers

and in carrying on acquisition activities.

In the event that the Coynforest Administrator determines that a land or land rights
acquisition is in the best interest of the County, in consideration of the factors described above,
the County Forest Administrator shall present a recommendation to the Committee. Upon
approvalof the Committee, an authorizing resolution shall be forwarded for consideration by

the County Board.

County Board authorization is required for execution of any legal instruments that bind the
county to acquiring title or other land rights. In the é¥eat any legal documents are signed
by an agent(s) of the county, prior to County Board authorization, said legal documents must

include an explicit contingency requiring County Board approval.
500- 31



440  FINANCING
CountyForest Administrator shall propose financing options as part of any recommendations
to acquire forwarded to the Committee. Typical funding sources include:
1. Fund balance that has resulted from previous county forest withdrawal proceedings.
2. Fund balancéhat has resulted from the sale of tax deed parcels.
3. Funds appropriated through the Countyods
4.  Grants and Loans, including:
A. Loans
i.  County Forest Project Loafs. 28.11(8)(b)(2)), Wis. Stats
ii. Variable Acreage Share Loafss 28.11(8)(b)(1)), Wis. Stats
iii.  Board of Commissioners of Public Lands State Trust Fund Loan Program
(s.24.61(3)(a)(2)., Wis. Sta}s.
B. Grants
i.  Warren Knowlessaylord Nelson Stewardship PrograsnZ3.0953, Wis.
Stats)
ii.  County Forest Stewardship Subprogran?80953, Wis. Stat¥

iii. Acquisiton and Development of Local Parks Subprogram
(s.23.0920), Wis. Stats.)
iv. Lake Protectiofs. 281.68 Wis. Stats.)
v. River Protectiofs. 281.70 Wis. Stats.)
vi. County Forest Wildlife Habitdt. 20.370(5)(as)), Wis. Stats.
vii. County Forest Fish and Game Projést3.09(12), Wis. Stats.)
vii.  ATV/UTV Trail Aids (s. 23.33(9), Wis. Stats.)
iX. Snowmobile Trail Aidgs. 23.09(26), Wis. Stats.)
X.  Federal Funding.20.370(5)(cy), Wis. Stats
445 ENTRY OF LANDS
Lands to be entered under the regular classification of the County Forest Law must be suitable

for forestry purposes and be kit the County Forest blocking boundary. Lands designated

for classification as County ForeSipecial Use need not be contained within the county forest

blocking boundary nor suitable primarily for timber but they must be suitable for scenic,
outdoor recaeation, public hunting and fishing, water conservation or other muligde

purposes.
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445.1 TIME OF ENTRY
Application for entry of newly acquired lands under the County Forest Law will be made as
soon as possiblépplications for entry will be prepared with the assistance of the DNR
Forestry Liaison. The County Forest Administrator will secure the signatures of the proper
county officials and transmit the applicat

Specialis.

450 WITHDRAWAL OF LANDS FROM COUNTY FOREST LAW
Lands within the County Forest blocking boundary will not normally be considered for
withdrawal from the County Forest Law. Applications for the purchase of these lands by the
private sector will be discouraged by the committee, unless a greater publit t&m be
demonstrated. If, in the opinion of the committee and county board, the land will be put to
better and higher use and will benefit people of the county and State to a greater extent by
being withdrawn from the County Forest Law program, thenGoshould follow the

withdrawal procedure as outlined by thegblic Lands HandbookThe legal means by which

counties may apply for withdrawal of lands from County Forestsstaifprovided by s. 28.11,

Wis. Stats. Initially the County Forest Administrator notifies the DNR Forestry Liaison
Forester of the County Forestry Committee meeting at which the proposed withdrawal will
be considered. At that meeting DNR personnel andCthenty will discuss the proposed
withdrawal and, if approved by the County Forestry Committee, the withdrawal will be
recommended by the Committee by resolution to the County Board. If approved by the Board
by the necessary 2/3 majority, the applicat®prepared by the county and submitted to the
appropriate DNR designee. The DNR may ask for additional information from the County
and will then coordinate the public notice. Pending the results of any investigatory hearings
deemed advisable, the DNR Wett on the withdrawal application. If the application is denied,

the County may appeal as provided in s. 28.11(11)(a)4., Wis. Stats.
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450.1

455

455.1

WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURE

The purpose of this section is to pite general information in formulating and
processing applications for withdrawal of County Forest lands wrigfed 1(11)Wis. Stats.
andch. NR 48, Wis. Adm. Codd& he legal means by which counties may apply for
withdrawal of lands from county forests is providedst8.1111)(a)Wis. Stats. This

section states in part: AThe County Board s

forestry committee which shall consult with an authorized representative of the

department in for mul aSectiong28.11{1%)(AMsiStath. dlsoa wal prr
states: AThe county board shall not take fi
or until the report thereon of the forestcommt ee has fil ed with the

Consequently, if the county board takes final action on a withdrawal application without
referring it to the County Natural Resources Committee, the application is not valid. On the
other hand, if the County Natural Resources Committee does not report to the county board
within 90 days after receipt of the referral, the Board may act upon the application without a

Committee recommendation.

LAND SURVEYING
The importance of survey corner monumentation is recognized in the interest of avoiding
the problems of trespass both by and against the County, facilitating the settlement of those

cases which would occur, and aiding in the pragersfer of property.

LEGAL SURVEYING

Of prime importance are the forest boundaries and property lines in common with other
owners. All such surveying shall be under the supervision of a registeregasurve

When the office of the county surveyor is not staffed, the committee will comply with the
provisions of Chapter 59, Wisconsin Statutes by hiring registered surveyors to perform
the necessary running of property lines. Section cornersjwenger caners and forty
corners (1/16 corners) will be reestablished where needed and Certified Land Corner

Restoration forms filled out in duplicate as time permits, under the direction of registered
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land surveyor.

455.2 LOCATION OF LINES BY OTHER THANLEGAL SURVEY
Forestry personnel who are not registered surveyors may, with all possible prudence, establish
lines for forest management purposes including those necessary for ordaragement
activities such as timber sales and road / trail locations using available equipment including,
but not limited to, air photos, quadrangles, county surveyor's records and known corners. In
the absence of known corners, lines abutting other i@hipemay be established by mutual
agreement to avert trespass claims. At a minimum, notify the adjoining landowner(s) of the
management boundary in writing. This documentation should be retained in the timber sale

file.

455.3 PRESERVATION OH_LANDMARKS, MONUMENTS, AND CORNER POSTS
Section 59.74, Wis. Stats., provides:

1. Penalties for destruction of landmarks, monuments and corner posts established by
government survey, the county surveyor or a surveypuloiic record.

2. A procedure for notification of intent to destroy such surveying evidence and
referencing prior to destruction.

3. The assignment of enforcement responsibility to the Department of Natural Resources.

All personnel with land management resplbitises are directed to:

1. Make a reasonable search for the abmemtioned surveying evidence prior to
implementing any soil moving or cover type manipulation projects, including timber
sales, that could result in covering, destruction or removaldf evidence.

2. Inthe event such evidence is found:

A. If practical, redesign the project so that the evidence will not be disturbed or

B. If destruction is unavoidable, notify the county surveyor at least 30 days prior to
destruction giving the legal description of the monument and the reason for
destruction or other obliteration. If the county surveyor does refeéesnce the
evidence wthin 30 days notice, the project supervisor will determine if the

evidence has future value to the state and, if it does, will arrange foefanence
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by a registered surveyor or engineer.
3. If reasonable search fails to uncover survey evidenhe suspected vicinity,
conduct an additional search if he / she sees fit.
4. In order to further reduce the possibility of inadvertent destruction of

invaluable survey
evidence:

A. Each forestemwith county forest responsibilities should discuss with county
administrators the need for including adequate protective clauses in easements,
rights-of-way, timber sale contracts, and other agreements that might result in
destruction of monuments.

B. Personnel advising landowners regarding forestry or other land management

practices should alert such owners to possible monument destruction that may

be caused by them.
C. Anyinstances of potgal or accomplished obliteration of survey

monumentation discovered in the course of field operations should be brought

A

to the county surveyoros attention.

460 TERMS OF LAND SALE OR TRADE
All sale or trading of county lands within the forest boundasfesl be subject to terms

established between the Ashland County Forestry and Recreation Committee and the
party

which will receive land from the County. Acquisition may be by outright purchase or

trade

based on competent appraisal of the value oregalwolved, or by gift, bequest or action

to
foreclose tax liens. The administrator will be the agent of the committee in making first
contact with potential sellers and in carrying on acquisition activities. However, options

for
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purchase must havedlapproval of the Committee and the Ashland County Board of

Supervisors.

460.1 VALUES AND ACREAGE OF LAND SALE/TRADES

The value and land to be purchased shall be determined by a mutually agreed upon
appraiser . The department will make recommendati@m appraiser and surveyor to

the Committee and seller/buyer. Once both parties agree, the appraised value shall
become the offer price for the property, as determined by the appraiser. The Forestry and
Recreation Committee reserves the right to negptram the appraised value as they see

fit.

460.2 ASSOCIATED COST

All costs such as appraisals, legal surveys, abstracts, title insurance, transfer fees,

recording

fees, notices, etc. shall be borne by the party initiating the land transaction. awahdr

applications shall clearly state the person or entity responsible for such costs.

460.4 MINERAL RIGHTS

The County shall retain mineral rights on all lands sold or traded and will not accept
lands in trade unless accompanied by all rightswaiership, including mineral rights.
Exceptions will be allowed only in unusual circumstances, upon explicit approval of the

County Board following a recommendation by the Forestry & Recreation Committee.

460.5 DEED RESTRICTIONS

All land sales and tradanust be accompanied by a deed restriction, approved by the
Board

of Supervisors, which identifies the specific uses, reservations, and other conditions
attached to the lands being released from public ownership. The restriction shall include

a reversiorclause whereby ownership of the land shall revert, without compensation, to
500- 37



the County if terms of the restriction are not observed.

County may wish to obtain deed restriction for first right of refusal if the property is ever

sold.

465 PROPERTY RIGHTS CONVEYANCES

The instrument used for property right conveyance shall be the one which relinquishes
the

least amount of County control over public land. All property right conveyances will be
made on a case by case basis. Examples are listed bel

A. Easements: An easement is a permanent right that entitles the easement
owner to use of the land of another for a special purpose not inconsistent with
the general property rights of the owner. Easements run with the land and do
not expire. Tley may be appropriate for public utilities, such as gas, electric

and communication uses, and public road rigifita/ay.

Easements shall not be used for access to private lands unless there is
exceptional advantage to the County Forest, and unless the easement further
promotes the purposes of the County Forest program. The committee may
consider easement requests on a bgsmse basis. The County Forest

Admini strator will consult with DNRO®6s

Specialist on these cases.

B. Lease: A lease is a written document which grants use of real property and/or
improvements to another party for a sified period of time, for monetary or
other consideration. Specific County Forest Law provisions regarding leases
can be found in ss. 28.11(3)(i) and (j), Wis. Stats. Leases on County Forest
lands shall be negotiated for the shortest possible periati®find in no case

shall they exceed ninetyine years.
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C. Permit: A permitis a written document conferring a right, power or privilege
to do a particular act or series of acts on land of another without possessing
any interest therein. A permit cae revoked with cause and cannot be
assigned to other parties. A permit, unlike an easement, does not imply an
interest in the land and is not transferred with the land. Permits issued on
County Forest lands shall be issued for the shortest possiid pétime

and in no case shall they exceed nin@te years.

Permits shall be the preferred property rights conveyance for private

driveways and most other activities dealing with the private individuals using
County Forest lands. A prospectivewmproperty owner may receive a

driveway permit in advance of completing a property purchase. Advance
permits will not become effective until the new property purchase is recorded

by the Register of Deeds office. The County will retain the right to eeaok
driveway permit with cause. ACauseo
violation of permit terms, misuse of County land, damage to County property,

and noncompliance with County ordinances.

E. Agreement: An agreement is a written document eeedoy two or more
persons or entities expressing a mutual and common purpose. An agreement
details the responsibilities, obligations, conditions, liabilities, etc. of all parties
concerned and would be an appropriate instrument for dealing with astivitie
such as public school forests, flowages, gravel crushing operations, and
concessions. Agreements shall be effective for the shortest possible time.

465.1 TERMS OF PROPERTY RIGHTS CONVEYANCES

Any agreement, license, permit, lease or easement musircahteast the following
information, requirements and terms. More restrictions may be added as needed to

protect the interests of the public.
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A. Location by legal description

B. Permitted uses under the conveyance

C. Fee for the use of tHand

D. Expiration date

E. Right of the County to cancel or suspend the conveyed rights with cause

F. Requirement for restitution to original condition upon expiration or

cancellation

of the conveyance.

465.2 PROCEDURES FOR PROPERTY RIGHT®NVEYANCE

Proposals to use County Forest lands for private purposes without purchasing the land
may be approved depending on the nature of the proposal and its consistency with the
purpose of the forest. The following steps are required to consigerpyroights

conveyance to a second party:

1. All proposals must be filed with the Forestry and Recreation Department. The
Forestry and Recreation Committee may establish a processing fee to cover
the expense incurred by the Department. Municipalities, otinés of
government, and public utilities may be exempted from the processing fee by
the Forestry and Recreation Committee.

2. Ifthe proposal can be addressed through a permit or agreement, then a report
shall be presented at a regular meeting of the Fgrestd Recreation
Committee. The Committee shall consult with the DNR Liaison on the matter.

The Committee may then approve, deny, or modify the proposal.

470 TAX DEED LAND

Occasionally tax delinquent lands revert to the County. The lands may lie within the
County Forest boundaries and may be added to the County Forest lands. The following
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procedure shall be observed:

1.

The Zoning and Land Committee advises the Fdkdstinistrator who
examines the property and determines if it should be added to the County
Forest.

The Forest Administrator advises the Zoning and Land Committee, which
considers the proposal and decides whether or not to add the land to the
County Forest. The Forest Administrator advises the Forestry and Recreation
Committee of the Zoning and Land Committee decision.

If the proposal for addition is approved, the Forestry and Recreation
Committee shall apply to the Wisconsin Department otiN&iResources to

enter the land under County Forest Law.
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500

500.1

505

505.1

505.2

LAND USE

OBJECTIVES
1. To identify policies and procedures employed to effectively manage, utilize and
sustain the resources of the County Forest.
To identify regulated management activities, land uses and special resource areas.

3. To layout proper permits needed for certain activities on the County Forest

TIMBER SALES

Regulated cutting of timber is essential to the goals and objectives of this plan. Timber
harvesting will be conducted to achieve a sustainable harvest level. Harvest areas will be
distributed in the forest to accommeoelauch needs as biodiversity, wildlife, aesthetics,
watershed protection and other biological needs. WisFIRS will be used for planning all
timber harvests activities on the County Forest. All sales will be established, administered
and reported in accaadce with the DNR Timber Sale Handbook (2461). All sales on the
forest are to be advertised for public bidding, with the exception of small sales with an
appraised value of $10,000 or less and less than 500 cord equivalents or sales that would
gualify unde a salvage provisiors( 28.11(6)(c)Wis. Stats.). These sales may be sold

direct without advertising.

FIELD PREPARATION OF TIMBER SALES

The County and the DNR will cooperate to locate, designate and prepare harvest areas for
sale. The Forest Administrator and DNR Liaison forester shall jointly be responsible to
see that the field work on sales is accomplistetministrator and Liaison iV also jointly

be responsible foensuring thatall proper documentation for each timber sale is properly

filled out and routed for signatures.

ADVERTISING FOR BIDS
After field work is completed and necessary reporeceive DNR approval, the

administrator shall prepare a sale prospectus and make it available to interested loggers.
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Under s.28.11(6)(b) Wis. Stats, timber sale advertisements, at a minimum, will be by
classified ad im newspaper having general circulation in the county. Ads shall be run
once each week for two consecutive weeks, the last being at least one week prior to the bid
opening. A longer advance time will be given when feasible. Sealed bid sales will

generaly be offered in early spring, and fall, or at other times as may be needed

505.3 PROSPECTUS
The following minimum information will be made available to prospective bidders:
1. Species to be harvested and estimated volume
Maps of sale areas
Special contract provisions
Proedures for bidding

Bid forms

o gk wN

Timber sales bond and advance stumpage schedule

505.4 METHOD OF BIDDING

Bids will be reviewed and or approved by the CommitBeds must be in a sealed
envelope and be received at tbeunty Forestry office by the specified date and time on
the timber sale notice that is advertised. Bids must contain the following:

1. Mark envelopeinlowerfet corner with "Tract Number.
2. Musthave a legible company name, conta@me and phone number attached.
3. County Forest bid sheets must be used and contain the price per cord and price
per thousand board feet for each species bid. The total value of the timber sale bid
shall be indicated ondbh scaled and lump sum bids. The total bid value must
meet or exceed the advertised sale minimums.
4. A certified check, cashierds check, mon
accompany each bid in the amount of ten percent 10% of the bidder's sale value
ard/or not less than $100.00 on each and every sale, which shall serve as a

performance bond.
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505.5 AWARDING SALES

1.

The high bidder is normally awarded the sale contract; however, the committee
reserves the right to reject any or all bids or accept the bid offer most advantageous
to the county. Grougs for rejecting bids may include:

A. Noncompliance with County Forest contract requirements.

B. Delinquent financial obligations.

C. Unsatisfactory past performances.

D. Inability to demonstrate financial or professional capability. Evaluation
criteria on timber sales will be price and documented ability to
satisfactorily complete the contract. Factors to be assessed may include
proposed equipment and operation, refiees, proof of financial stability,
past performance and documented training completed. The award of
contract to the successful bidder shall be based upon the bid determined

most advantageous to the County.

Tie bids may be settled by toss of a dbiboth parties are agreeable; otherwise the
bids on that tract will be rejected and the saladeertised.

Sales remaining unsold after being advertised for two bid openings, may be sold
direct at not less than the appraised value even though stieliated value exceeds
$10,000

Sales with an estimated value less than $10,000 and less than an

estimated volume of 500 cord equivalents magdid direct.

505.6 SALE CONTRACTS

1.

Contracts will be prepared with copies provided to the logger with the original filed
in theadministrator's office.

Contracs are to be signed by the successful bidder w@iohaysof the sale or before
cutting begins, whichever occurs first, with payment being made according to the
County Timber Sale Bond and Advance Stungp&ayment Schedule. Failure to
sign the contract within 30 days may resulforfeiture of the bid bond.
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505.7 TIMBER SALE PERFORMANCE BOND

1. Surety bonds or an irrevocable lettecredit issued by a bank, which is a member of
the Federal Reserve System or insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
may be used in lieu of cash as a performance bond on sales. The letter of credit or
surety bond must be in effect for a permfdime equal to the term of the contract,
plus a sufficient time to allow for possible extension(s) and for closeout of the
contract after cutting is completed.

2.  The bid bond may be transferred to the performance bond.

505.8 CONTRACTPROVISIONS
All timber sale contracts will be on the form approved by the committee and all provisions
therein shall apply. A copy of the timber sale map will be attached and become a part of
the contractThe following items are essential contract provisions that should be covered

in each contract.

505.8.1 Contract Number and Contract Name
Every contract shall have a uniqgue numerical number and depending on county

policies/procedures shall haveiaiqgue name.

505.8.2 Contract Parties
Contracts must have Name, Address, and other contact information of the

Purchaser.

505.8.3 Duration and Extension of Contracts

A. All contracts begin on the date of signature of the Administrator. Contract
MUST have a specific end date.

B. A oneyear extension, if deemed necessary by the seller, may be granted at
the same stumpage rate as the original contract. Each successive extension

will have a progressive percentage increase in stumpage rates, as deemed
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505.8.4

505.8.5

reasonable by theAdministrator giving consideration to weather
conditions, market conditions, logging effort, planning and communication,
andthenapproved by the CommitteBee Timber Sale extension Policy in
Appendix 1000.

C. The maximum time duration of a timbereabntract, including extensions,
shall be 4 years. Extension beyond this period of time shall be considered
by the committee only in the event of special justification. Special
stumpage rate adjustments may be made.

D. If purchasers do not wish tovYecontracts renewed or extended and do not
finish the sale prior to expiration, appropriate penalties may be assessed. The
County may withhold the performance bond in its entirety to settle damages
for uncut wood on a sale. Any remaining band shall tuerred to the bidder
at the Administrator's recommendation and Committee approval.

E. The contractor may request a contract release due to severe physical or
financial disability. The Committee shall determine whether a release shall be
granted and may thold all or a portion of the bond deposit for damages.

Termination of Contract by Seller
The Committee may terminate this contract for a breach of any condition or for
any reason deemed necessary by the Committee by giving the Purchaser written

notice thereof.

Performance Bond, Damages, Future Contracts
If the Commitee determines there is a breach of any conditions, then at the discretion
of the Committee the entire deposit or performance bond or any portion thereof shall be
forfeited to Ashland County for damages.
Before returning any sl or the performance bond to the Purchaser, the Forest
Administrator shall have 60 days from the time a notice is received of the
completiondate or termination date, whichever occurs first, to inspect the
premises to determinetiie catract has been satisfactorily performed. In

addition to exercising any of its rightsder the performance bond or in
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505.8.6

505.8.7

505.8.8

connection with this clause or the deposit, @menmittee may also seek actual

damages and other remedies availabli tinder the law or this contract.

Title to Timber
Title to all forest products shall remain with the County until the products are
scaled and paid for by Purchaser. All forest products must be scaled on the

described sale area by the Forest Administrator, or his representative, or be

recorded in the Ashland County ticket system with all tickets being paid for in

advance by th@urchaser.

Payment Schedule
All contracts shall have a payment schedule that will layout the responsibilities
of the seller and the purchaser for payments under the contract. This schedule
will vary based on sale type (lump sum v. scale s&@ley purchaser who falls

behind on payments will find their contracts suspended.

Utilization Specifications

A. Logs:All logs will be scaled with the Scribner Decimal C Log Rule. All
log maerials fit for sawlogsnd over 50% sound shallebscaledA log
must contain at least 30 board feet after deductions with a minimum small
end diameter of 10 inches for hardwoods and 9 inches for softwoods.

B. Cordwood: All pulpwood will be scaled using the Ashland County Ticket
system. The standatnhit of unpeeled cordwood will be measured as 4
feet by 4 feet by 100 inches. Peeled wood will be converted to the

standard cord by adding 12.5% to the gross volume measured.

505.8.9 Training Requirement

The purchaser shall comply with the WiscorSistainable Forestry Initiative®
(SFI®) Training Standard as adopted by the Wisconsin SFI Implementation
Committee (8C). Criteria for the standard can be found at

www.fistausa.org/sfi_standards by conacting the Forest Industry Safety &
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505.

Training Alliance (FISTA). Purchaser agrees to provide documentation to Seller

that the training has been attained prior to initiating the sale.

8.10 BMPs, Roads, Landingsé

Location, construction, and use of loggiroads, landigs, recreation trails, wildlife
openings, mill sites, and campsites is subjeeidiance approval by the Forest
Administrator. All such areas or facilities used or constructed by the Purchaser must b
operated, maintained and restored maaner satisfactory to the Foresdiministrator

and the Committee prior to termination of the contract.

The Purchaser shall comply with all recommended™Nbr Water Quality guidelines
as de s cWiscinsirndks Farastry Best Management Practice$\fater Quality
published by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resoupcédication PubFR-093
unless specifically provided otherwise belddcopy of this publication iavailable
upon request to the Seller if not possddsgthe Purchaser. Purchasegstification in
Wisconsin BMP trainig or equivalent through a FISTé@ordinated BMP workshop is

also required.

The purchaser shall comply with all recommended Forestry BMPs for Invasive Species
as descWiisheadnsinnfis Forestry Best Manage
S p e c puklished by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, publication
PubFR-444-09, unless specifically provided otherwise below. A copisf

publication is available upon request to the Seller if not possessed by the Purchaser.

The purchase shall comply witW atobnsSen:é
Forestl and Woody Bi omauwishetHmyliewessonsinng Gu i
Department of Natural Resources, publication-FR®435-09, unless specifically

provided otherwise below. A copy of this publication is available upon request to the

Seller if not possessed by the Purchaser.
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505.8.11 Soil Disturban@nd Rutting
The purchaser agrees to take all steps and precautions to avoid and minimize soil
disturbances, such as soil compaction and rutixgessive soil disturbance (@sfined
in Threshold for Soil Disturbances or as determined by Ashland CourggtEcs) will
not be permitted. If excessive soil disturba (as defined imhreshold for Soil
Disturbance or as determined by Ashland County Foresters) occurs in a timber stand or
sale area due to poor judgment or practices on the part of the ops&eatmntract holder
may be subject to a minimum penalty of $150.00. Additional charges may be applied
based on severity of rutting, amount of area affected by rutting, andfortédctwas
made with the operator or contract holder by an Ashland CountyDNWR/ Forester
concerning potential rutting. The additional charges will be determined by the Ashland
County Forest Administrator. If a soil disturbance is excessive, the Purchaser will contac
the Seller and together they will evaluate disturbance andetermine what actions, if
any, are needed to repair or mitigate the effects of the soil disturbance. Ruts deeper thar
the minimum depth and/or shorter titae minimum length (as defined in Thresholds for
Soil Disturbance) may also be considered excesditlee discretion of the Ashland
County Foresters. Prior to sale completion the Purchaser shall restore soil disturbances:

the Sell erds satisfaction.

Thresholds for Soil Disturbance

Forest Infrastructure Soil DisturbancesAre Excessive if:
Roadsand Landings, Skid Trails and A gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and
General Harvest Areas is resulting in channelized flow toveetland,

stream or lake.

Roads, Landings, and Primary Skid In a riparian management zone (RMZ) or

Trails wetland, a gully or rut is 6 inches deep or
more and 100 feet long or more. In an
upland area (outside of RMZ), a gully or rut
is 10 inches deep or m®and 66 feet long

or more.
Secondary Skid Trails and General Gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more and
Harvest Area 100 feet long or more.
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NOTE: The depth is to be measured from the original soil surface to the bottom of the depression. If
individual lug depressions are visible; the depth would be measured to the lesser of the two depths (th

Aitopo of

the lug). The Il ength is measured fro

deepd0 section.

505.8.12

505.8.13

505.814

Liability and WorkeitSGompensation Insurance

The Purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless Ashland County fror
and against any and all causes of action, claims, demands, suits, liability or expense
by reason of loss or damage to any property or bodily injurpygarson, including
death, as a direct or indirect result of timbering operations connection with any
action oromission of the Purchaser, who shall defend &stilCounty in any such

cause ofaction or claim.

The Purchaser shall be in compliandéetvh t he Wi sconsin Wor Kk
act, Chapter 102, Wisconsin State Statutes, and all rules promulgated there under.
The Purchaser must have a current Certificate of Insurance, available to the Forestry
Department and kept on file at all times &ative timbersales.

Conversion Factors

Conversion offhousand Board Feet (MBE) cords or cords to MBF will be
2.44 cords per MBF for softwoods and 2.20 cords per MBF for Hardwoods
Conversion from weight to volume (cordjal beaccording to factors in
Chapter 1®f the DNR Timber Sale Handbook.

Forest Certification

Ashland County is dual certifiedhe purchaser is responsible for maintainaiwin of

custody COC) after leaving the sale area.

505.8.15

Othe€ontract Conditions
A. Anytimber wasted in tops, broken in careless felling, or not removed on
termination of this contract shall be paid for at double the specified rate.

The Committee may charge the specified rate, at its discretion.
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B. Maximum stump height shall not exceed stump diameter, and for stumps

of diametedess than 10 inches, it shall not exceed 10 inches.

C. The Purchaser agrees to complete all operations on eg@npd the

premises or each compartment as designatec iautiing requirements.

D. Purchaser shall do all in their power to cooperate with the fire protection
officers to prevent and suppress forest fires and to comply with all state
laws regarding timber slash disposal. Roadways and trails shapbe k
free from brush and waste resulting from the operation

E. The Purchaser agrees to pay for the cost of repagptaicement of any land

surveymonuments or accessories which are removed, destroyed or made

inaccessibleThis daes not preclude action under Section 59.635 of Wisconsin

State Statutes.

F. The Purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless Ashland
County from and against any and all causes of action, claims, demands,
suits, liability or expense by reasohloss or damage to any property or
bodily injury to any person, including death, as a direct or indirect result
of timbering operations or in connection with any action or omission of
the Purchaser, who shall defend Ashland County in any such cause of
adion or claim.

G. The Purchaser agrees to pay for the cost of repair or replacement of any
land survey monuments or accessories which are removed, destroyed or
made inaccessible. This does not preclude action under Section 59.635 of
Wisconsin State Staties.

H. The Purchaser agrees to protect, indemnify and save harmless Ashland
County from and against any and all causes of action, claims, demands,
suits, liability or expense by reason of loss or damage to any property or
bodily injury to any person, ingtling death, as a direct or indirect result
of timbering operations or in connection with any action or omission of
the Purchaser, who shall defend Ashland County in any such cause of
action or claim

I.  The Purchaser is precluded from assigning paymehtantract
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oversight, duties or other performance requirements of this contract to
anot her . The Purchaserdés direction
complete performance required under this contract does not relieve the
Purchaser from the responsilylfor performance required or from the
liability of a breach under this contract.

J. The Purchaser agrees that they will meet with the Forest Administrator or
their designee in charge of the sale at the premises to go over the sale with
that Forester beferbeginning any activities on the sale.

505.8.16 Attachments to Contract
Attachments to the contract become part of the contract. These attachments
include, but are not limited to the timber sale advertisement, the 2460 form, the

sale map, the timbesale prospectus, bid amounts and payment schedules.

505.9 TIMBER SALE RESTRICTIONS
1. To minimize resource damage, the types of logging equipment, methods, and times
of operation used on sale areas may be restricted by the county.
Special restrictions may be required.
3. Seasonal restrictions may be appliednatgct roads, minimize recreation use
conflicts, benefit wildlife management, avoid endangered resources concerns,

minimize insect and disease problems, or to assist in fire protection.

505.10 TIMBER SALE ROADS

1. The contractor will be responsible for securing legal accesal®areas across
private or other noiwounty ownership.

2. The contractor will be responsible for securing permission to conduct logging
activities within town, county or state road riglafsway (e.g. decking, skidding)

3. Forestry pesonnel will approve the lagut of all roads and make other necessary
special provisions within the sale contract.

4.  Skidding, decking, or other logging activity is not allowed on County Forest roads

or ditches unless approved by the County Forest Adimétor. These areas will be
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kept free from logging debris. County Forest access roads will be maintained by
the logger and be left in good as original condition at the close of the sale. Roads
will be inspected by county personnel to insure minimalusse damage.

5. A timber sale purchaser may request permission to gate a timber sale access road.

The administrator may grant a gate permit to prohibit only motorized traffic.

505.11 SUPERVISING SALES
Sale inspections will be performed periodically by county personnel, with
corresponding notations in the sales record. All notations will bedier

conformanceAshland County does not notate conformance.

505.12 FOREST PRODUCTACCOUNTABILITY

505.12.1 Utilization Standards
Utilization standards will be specified on individual contracts to provide
maximum utilization of all merchantable timber and will be based on the

scaling standards noted in the timber sale contract.

505.12.2 Methods of Accountability
Wood harvested from the sale area must be accounted for and payment made in
accordance with existing policy and procedure. One or more of the following
may be used on an individual sale:
1. The ticket system utilizes serialized thymart tickets that must be paid
for in advance, based on the appmate stumpage value of the wood to
be hauled. One ticket must accompany each load of wood to the mill. Mill

scale will be accepted for volume determination.
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2. Wood may also be scaled on the landing. This method is generally used
for sawlogs. Payment for wood products sdakdue within 10 days of
receiving invoice Cordwood can also be scaled on the landing at the

request of the purchaser or when delays in hauling may affect scale.

505.13 SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCT PERMITS

1. A written permit for taking fuelwootbr personal use must be obtained. This
permit is good for 10 cords of firewood, from the County forest. This wood
is for personnel use only.

2. A written permit for cutting boughs for personal use or for sale will be sold
to an applicant. Bough paymerate will be set by the Forestry and
Recreation Committe@he fee for the permit shall be $100 and is good for
ten (10) tons of boughs.

3. Written permits may be issued for special forest products for community or
personal use, with fees establishedhi®Forestry and Recreatioro@mittee.

4. Written permits may be purchased for Christmas tree harvesting. The fee is $5

and is set by the Forestry and Recreation Committee.

510 TIMBER THEFT
All cases of alleged timber theft on theunty forest shall be investigated and resolved
promptly. An allegation of theft by cutting and /or removing timber from the county forest
does not alleviate the county from payment under s. 28.11 (9) Wis. Stats. The county will
collect damages pursuants. 26.05 Wis. Stats. and may alsospe criminal charges under

$.943.20 Wis. Stats. and /or seek civil damages.

5101 TIMBER THEFT INVESTIGATION
The following procedure should beed in all cases of alleged timber theft:
1. Determination of Theft

A. Gathering facts The county, through its sheriff's department and along with
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assistance of the DNR liaison, rangers and wardens, will ascertain the facts
pertinent to the alleged theft, including determination of the damages to the
county. Legatounsel representing the county should be involved in all aspects
of investigation. Property involved in the alleged theft may be seized pursuant to
S. 26.®4 Wis. Stats. for use as evidence.

B. Boundary determinationIf property boundaries arinvolved, the county shall

conduct a legal survey of the boundary in question

ENCROACHMENTS
The county will actively investigate all suspected cases of encroachments on the County
Forest. To ensure thaagrity and continuity of the County Forest land, all cases will be dealt
with promptly and in a consistent manner. The following procedures will be used in all cases
of suspected encroachments:
1. The county will establish property boundaries;a€essary, a legal survey will
be conducted.
2.  The county will gather all facts.
3. The Committee, in consultation with the forest administrator, county legal
counsel, and the DNR, will make a decision as to the disposition of the case.
A. All above ground encroachments that are movable will be removed
from county property.
B. Permanent type facilities, such as homes, garages, and septic systems
shall be addressed individually and n@ynmonlybe removedut
may behandled by a land usegr@ementin rare situationsFor
example, when the encroachment will be removed within a short and
defined time period (e.g. septic system needs replacing, dilapidated
structure needs to be rebuilt and relocat&ade or transfer of the
encroachment shall remain an option depending on the
circumstances involved and the viability of an adverse possession
claim (s. 893.29 Wis. Stats.).
C. Provisions in the land use agreement, if that option is pursued, may
include granting the encroacher permission tw@ach on the County

Forest lands with the following stipulations: no other encroachments
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will be allowed; the permit is nemansferable; the county must be
notified once encroachment is terminated; county continues full
ownership and control of propertpermittee agrees to waive any
rights to any future declaration of ownership or interest in the
encroached county property; county reserves the right to cancel the
permit and the permit is tee filed in the office of the Ashlar@ounty
Forestry Departmerand all fees related to the land use permit shall
be paid by the permittee.

D. A copy of theLand Use Agreement can be found in the Appendix.

520 SPECIAL USES
1. Recognizing the vast potential for a variefyspecial uses of the County Forest by
governmental units, businesses, organizations or individuals, the committee may
designate specified areas for special uses. Specific management methods are to be
considered on these areas. Uses must be consistarntheiintent and purposes of
the County Forest Law.
2. All requests for specialized uses of any County Forest lands will require a permit
authorized by the Committee.
520.1 SAND AND GRAVEL
Sand and gravelits located on the County Forest may be used only by units of government
or contractors performing public works. Use of existing pits and the opening of new pits
by other than the County Forestry Department will require Committee approval and be
authorizd by permit only. The condition of such permits may include, but are not be
limited to:
1. Requiring the pit and its access road to be screened from view from
any public highway
Severing trees from the stump
Disposition of brush andrtispoil by leveling or hauling away

Sloping to prevent steep banks

a bk~ 0N

Filing with the forestry office an annual written report of gravel and sand
removed

Other conditions may be set at the discretion of the Committee or County Forest
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Administrator. The Committee may set fees for materials removed. Other non

metalliferous materials will be dealt with on an individual basis.

All active, nonmetallic sites greater than one acre in size, including those on the County
Forest, are also bject to the provisions of the Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Program,
Chapter NR 135, Wis. Adm. Code. The County Forestry Department shall work with the
local permit coordinator (often county or local zoning office) in obtaining the necessary

permits fornonmetallic mining operations.

520.2 EXPLORATION, PROSPECTING, AND MINING
1. The committee may investigate all mineral exploration, prospecting and mining
requests as they are received.
2. The DNR shall be notified of all requests as they become known in accordance with
s. 28.11(3)(i) and (j) and with DNR Manual Code 2712.1 or other codes which may
be subsequently adopted.

ThePublic Lands Handbooshould be referenced for more detailed procedure.

520.3 SANITARY LANDFILLS
The use of County Forest lands for sanitary landfills will not be allowed uhledands

involved are withdrawn from the County Forest Law.

520.4 MILITARY MANEUVERS
Military maneuvers on County Forest lands will be considered under a lease or written land
use agreement. Upon receipt of a written request from the military the Committee, other
necessary County staff, Military, and DNR representatives will discussstieasa public
Committee meeting. After the needs have been outlined, the site shall be field checked,
DNR input and consistency with the County Forest Law sought, and town officials advised.
Depending on the scope of the project, a public hearing mapprepriate. If all aspects
and concerns are addressed and agreed to, a legal instrument will be drafted. The matter
will then be brought back to a Committee meeting for final input and approvaP ultie

Forest Lands Handboakill be used for further direction in this matter.
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520.5 PUBLIC UTILITIES.
Easements for public utilities may be considered by the Committee. Underground
installations will be encouraged:he following main provisions shall be included in any
County Board resolution granting permission for construction of any utility transmission
line:

1. Utility may be billed for merchantable forest products and existindper
reproduction.

2. Utility may be billed for land removed from production due to Fofivay
clearing for losses of future income and multiple use benefits.

3. Land removed for wutility operations th
production or, that is no longer suitable for scenic, outdoor recreation, public
hunting & fishing, water conservation
Wis. Stats)may need to be withdrawn from county forest law designation. The
utility shall replace any lands requiring withdrawal from county forest with other
lands suitable for county forest entry that are in the forest blocking of the County
Forest.

4. Utility comparies will be encouraged to use existing corridors and underground
lines to minimize disturbance to the county forest and native plants and animals.

5. Merchantable timber will be removed in a manner approved by the Committee.
Timber cut must be reported toet DNR on form 2464.

6. Utility must provide notice of proposed route, including a map of not less
than | inch /mile scale, 90 days in advance of proposed construction.

7. Special maintenance, controlled access and signage concerns shall be

addessed in any proposal.

520.6 ACCESS TO PRIVATE LAND
The Department has determined that grantipgvateeasement across county forest lands
is not consistent with the County Forest Law program. This determination is baged on
Attorney Generabpinion (OAG-08-10). Easement grants to individuadse generally
determined to be an exclusive right on a publicly owned asset. Counties are generally
restricted from granting easemeiots county forest landanlessthe easement helpse t

achieve the purposes of the County Forest Law program.
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520.6.1 Logging Land Use Access Agreements
Requests for temporary access across County Haaeds will be reviewed for
anypotential conflicts with management activities or public access. If impacts
are minimal, access for short term needs will be permitted through the lasd of
use agreementslemporary access is generally for activities such as access to
maintain utilities (rail,power ling etc.) or for logging access on private lands.
The recipient of temporary access is required to restore the roadway to at least its
prior condition and to expand coverage of any performance deposits or liability

insurance to cover these of the County road.

520.6.2 Land Use Agreements
Requests for access to private lands may be made by private parties to build or
improve access roads through the County Foreanhd UseAgreements will be
considered on a casy-case basis and witihe understanding that the County is

not legally obligated to provide access to private lands.

A fee of $250.00will be assessed by the Committee for access perniite
agreement will be for the term of ten (10) yedise Committee may elect to waive
these fees in cases of agreement renewals or in cases of existing roads or driveways.

Access across County Forest lands must be demonstrated by the applicant as the
route of last resort, including evidence of an offer of fair compensation for access

acros other private lands.

The following stipulations will be included in access agreements:

1. Permits are made by and between the County and the property owner. The
permits are not transferrable and subsequent property owners must secure
their own agreement.

Permits are not to exceed 10 years.
3. Gates, signs, or other articles of the permittee are not permitted on County

lands
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4, No legal easement will be grantedl Permittee holding a private land use
access permit may utilize such permit in accordance witéritss so long as
the permit is valid

5. The permitmay not be assigned or transferred to another, in whole or in part.
If the land benefiting from a permgconveyed to a new landowner, the new
landowner must apply for a new permit if they desire to use, improve or
construct an access road across County land

6. Road improvements and/or construction must be approved in advance and
will be supervised by the Foteg Department staff. Prior notification of
three (3) days is required before work starts. This advance notice
requirement may be waived at the discretion of the Forest Administrator
based on work load.

All wood cut remains the property of Ashland County.

8. Roads on Ashland County Forest lands remain open for use by the general
public. The Permittee will not place or allow to remain a gate, pole, post,
cable, rope, wire or any obstruction of any nature or kind on Ashland County
Forest Land.

9. The County contines full ownership of the improved roadway; however, it
shall not be liabler responsibléor maintenance or upkeep of the road.
Permittee is responsible for all costs incurred for construction and
maintenance of the access road.

10.  Permitee, by applying for aand Use Agreemenpermanently
and forevervaives relinquishes and gives apyadverse possession and
prescriptiverightsclaims relating to Ashland County Forest Land

11.  When a permit terminates, any road constadjdgtaproved or maintained by
The Permittee on Ashland County land shall be owned solely by Ashland
County. Ashland County reserves the right to require the Permittee to, at
Permitteebds expense, remove or oblite
by the Ashland County Forest Administrator. If damage from erosion or
other causes are present, the Permittee may be required to repair such damage
at the Permitteebs expense.

12. The County Forest Administrator may require a Permittee to place, in or
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adjacent to such road, rock, gravel, culverts or other water and/or erosion
control devices to prevent or reduce damage, erosion or siltation into wetlands
or waterways. The Permitteeust f ol |l ow Wi sconsi nés
Practices for Water Quality.
13.  Applicant seeikg apermit for the sole purpose of gaining acdeskarvest
timber on private landwill be exempt from the $250 fee. Howevengt
applicant shall instead provide a performance bond to Asilandty in the
minimum amount of $1000.00. Depending on circumstances, the Ashland
County Forest Administrator may require a bond to be isaudaryeramount.
Such a permit shall be validrfone year.
14. A Land Use Agreement may be cancelled by the Ashland County Forest
Administrator in the event:
A. The Permittee fails to comply with a term, provision or
condition set forth herein or any term, condition or provision
of Ashl and Co uveForsrylLa@idsePlane hen s
or
B. The Permittee fails to comply with a term or provision of a
construction/maintenance plan approved by the Ashland
County Forest Administrator, or
C. After thirty (30) days advance notice to the Permittee in the
event the Ashlash County Forest Administrator determines
the Permitteeds further exerci
or is inconsistent with the objectives of the Ashland County
Forestry Department.

A copy of theLand Use Agreement can be found in the Appendix.

520.63 Prescriptive Easements

Historical access points and driveways may meetdal requirements of prescriptive
use. A prescriptiveuseeasement does not generally trigger a need to withdraw lands from
the County Forest program unless the puldiexcluded from motorized travel on the

subject road. Any potential claims of prescriptive easement across County Forest lands
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must be reviewed by legal counsel in order to determine legal validity and possible legal

defense or standing.

520.6.4 Other Types of Access

Complex issues of private access needs may arise in the future. Any proposalsaio grant
easement across County Forest rhe$h achieve the purposes of the County Forest Law
andmeet a standard of better and higher public &ssements to private parties will

require withdrawal from County Forest Law and are to be discussed with the Department

prior to initiating any proposals.

520.7 PRIVATE UTILITY SERVICE LINES
If a landowner cannot gain utility access across dérels, the committee may consider
a land use agreement for access across County Forest. Requests will be considered on a
case by case basis. These agreements should consider the inclusions mentioned below:
1. The permit is nottransferrable
2. The County retais full ownership of the utility corridor, however it shall not
be liable for maintenance, upkeep, or other damages associated with the utility
service.
The permittee waives any rights to any declaration of ownership or intethstutility
corridor on @unty land for administrative costs as a result of this Land Use Agreément
Utility permit. This agreement is granted upon the signature and any fees being received

by Ashland County.

520.8 COMMUNICATION TOWERS
The siting of communication weers on the Ashland County Forest will be considered by
the Committee on a limited basis. Requests will be considered on a case by case basis
subject to the following conditions:
1. It must be demonstrated that the site is the most practical location foasuc
tower.
2. Land selected for such a tower is no longer suitable for continued entry in the

County Forest programAccording to section28.11(4), Wis. Stats, any
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accompanying lands needed for tower support wires that inhibit the practice
of forestry and ar@o longer suitable for scenic, outdoor recreation, public
hunting & fishing, water conservation or multiple use purposes may also need
to be withdrawn fronCountyForestLaw. Withdrawal is subject to approval
by both County Board and DNR.

3. A request towithdraw lands from County Forest Law by a private

communication company shédlllow withdrawal protocol.

520.9 OTHER
Other types of special uses of the county forest may be considered by the committee.
Regulations governing these uses will be developed on an individual Dassge may
include, but are not limited to: research, independent study and scientific areas

525 TREATY RIGHTS: GATHERING MISCELLANEOUS FOREST PRODUCTS

Ordinance No. 010.19911, adopted by the County Board of Supervisors of the County

of Ashlend on October 9, 1991, authorizes Ashland County to require permits for

gathering miscellaneous forest products on County land by Native American treaty rights

participants. The ordinance of Ashland County, adopts language of, and complies with,

the Fedeal District Court decision and states as follows:

1. Any treaty rights participant interested in gathering firewood, tree bark, maple

sap, lodge poles, boughs, marsh hay or other miscellaneous forest products
(except fruits, seeds, or berries moiumerated in County ordinances) from
County land shall obtain a County gathering permit from the County forestry
office. The County shall respond to the gathering permit request no later than
14 days after receipt of the request. The gathering permitisdalate the
location of the material to be gathered, the volume of material to be gathered,
and conditions of the gathering of the material necessary for conservation of
the timber and miscellaneous forest products on the County land, or for public
heath or safety.

2. The County may not deny a request to gather miscellaneous forest products on
200010



county property under this section unless: (a) the gathering is inconsistent with
the management plan for the property, (b) the gathering will conflict with the
pre-existing rights of a permittee or other person possessing an approval to
conduct an activity on the property, including a contractor of the county or, (c)
is otherwise inconsistent with conservation or public health or safety. See
subchapter 1V, Ch.NR3, Wis. Adm.Code
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Chapter 101 600 PROTECTION

605

605.1

OBJECTIVE
To protect and manage the resources of the forest from preventable losses resulting from fire,
insects, diseases and other destructive elements including those caused by people. Protective

methods shall include pgper silvicultural methods.

The DNR provides statewide technical guidance that will be used to inform local decisions.
This guidance will be referencénlmake decisions at the county level.

FIRE CONTROL

Damage to the forest caused by uncontrolled fire can create an important challenge in the
management of the forest. Loss of resource values caused by fire will be minimized through
organized prevention, detection, and suppression methods. Maintainalthg fuzest is key

to fire management. The DNR is responsible for all matters relating to the prevention,
detection, and suppression of forest fires outside the limits of incorporated villages and cities,
as stated in s. 26.11(1), Wis. Stats. The DNIsvoooperatively with local fire departments

in all fire control efforts. The Ashland County Forest is part of the Intensive Forest Fire
protection area. The Fire Management Handbook No. 4325.1 and the Area Operations Plan

shall serve as the guidelines fwe control activities.

COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Pursuant to s. 26.11(4) and s. 28.11(4)(f), Wis. Stats., and of the Ashland Coresty F
Ordinance, the county may cooperate with the DNR in the interest of fire prevention, detection
and suppression on the County Forest. This is accomplished through agreements authorizing
the DNR to use County Forest land or to utilize county persamklequipment for fire

protection activities.
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605.2

605.1.1 Personnel

County Forest personnel, upon request from the DNR, shall be made available for forest fire
control efforts within the county in accoraan with an established memorandum of
understanding (MOU). The DNR is responsible for training and directing the activities of
county personnel in accordance with the rules identified in the Fire Management Handbook,
No. 4325.1

605.1.2 Equipment

County Forest equipment, upon request and as identified in the MOU, shall be available for
forest fire control suppression. During periods of high fire hazard, all County Forest vehicles
and/or crews shdd be equipped with one or more backpack cans, axes or shovels,
appropriate personal protective equipment, mobile communication and any other equipment
deemed essential by the MOU. All hand tools shall be maintained and provided by the DNR.

605.1.3 Fire Detection
Fire detection is the responsibility of the DNR. County Forestry personnel may assist and

report any wildfires to the DNR, local Fire Department, or 911 Dispatch.

605.1.4 Forest Fie Prevention

DNR fire control personnel are authorized by the county to place fire prevention signs at
recreational areas and other strategic locations within the forest. The County conducts and
controls all @erations (including harvesting) on the forest in a manner designed to prevent
forest fires. The use of the county forest and the Department will coordinate during high fire
danger periods to impose any necessary restrictions. These restrictions oty inad are

not limited to, recreation and logging.
DEBRIS BURNING

Unauthorized burning of debris will not be permitted on County Forest Lands pursuant to
S. 26.12(5), Wis. Stats.
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605.3 CAMPING FIRES

During periods of high fire danger, use of campfires may be restricted.

605.4 PRESCRIBED BURNING
All prescribed burning on County Forest lands will follow the DidBommendations. See
Prescribed Burn Handbook No. 4360.5 for details. Prescribed fire may be an effective

management tool on the County Forest.

605.5 COUNTY FOREST FIRE HAZARD AREAS
The DNR places primary emphasis will be placed on firerabetforts in pine areas. Maps
of these areas amvailableat the local DNR field office. The County will cooperate with
DNR Fire Control in providing for firebreaks or access ways. Existing access roads, firebreaks
and water access points will be mained as deemed necessary. Secondary emphasis will
be placed on hardwood areas with no firebreaks developed or maintained. However, access

roads will be maintained as defined in Chapter 700 of this plan.

610 CONTROL OF FOREST PESTS & PATHOGENS

610.1 DETECTION
Damage to the forest caused by insects, other pests and diseases can adversely affect
management of the forest resources. Losses to resource values impacted by forest pests will
be minimized througintegrated pest management methods, with emphasis on silvicultural
prescriptions (timber sales). The detection and control of pest problems will be accomplished
by county and DNR personnel in cooperation with other agencies.

610.2 PESI SURVEYS

Pest surveys are conducted wunder the direc

County may cooperate by providing personnel and equipment to assist in these operations.
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610.3 SPECIFIC PE$S AND PATHOGENS OF CONCERN
Integrated pest management for the purpose of this Plan, is defined as follows:
AiThe maintenance of destructive agents, including insects, at tolerable levels, by the planned
useof a variety of preventive, suppressive, or regulatory tactics and strategies that are

ecologically and economically efficient and

The integrated pest management control and methodology shall be determined jointly by the
CountyForest Administrator, and DNR Liaison forester in consultation with the DNR district
Forest Health Specialist. Suppression of forest pests may include the following:

1. Silvicultural prescriptions, including timber sales.

2. Biological control.

3. Chemcal control.

610.3.1 Specific Pests of Interest
The below are the common pest found within the County Forest or in the
surrounding areas close enough to be of a concern. A full list of pest is listed in the

Ashland County Invasive SpeciBanagement Plalocated in the appendix 2000.

610.3.1.1 Emerald Ash Borer

The emerald ash borekgrilus planipenniswasaccidentallyintroducedto North
Americafrom Asiain 2002 Emerald ash borer (EAB) infestations in Wisconsin
have resulted in wigspread mortality teraxinusspeciesncluding green, white,
andblackash It is expected that 99% of the ash trees in Wisconsin willAdib.
comprises a significant component in the northern hardwood timber type and can
be found in nearly pure stanmissome lowland areas. AdWAB beetles feed on
foliagebutit is the larvae that cause mortality by feeding on the phloem and outer
sapwood of the ash treéss of late 2021, emerald ash borer has been identified in
the city of Mercer, Park Falls and @arior. Large populations have been detected
in the state, mainly in southern areas. Due to illegal firewood hauling and other
possible wood hauling vectors, EAB could and probably will show up in Ashland

County in the future. The county forest containkeast 1721 acres of nearly pure
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black ash swamp (swamp hardwoods), as well as many acres of northern
hardwoods and other types that have an ash component in them. Therefore, EAB

was ranked as a higtriority invasive species for the county forest.

TheEmerald Ash Borer Silviculture Guidelinase availabléo help resource

managers make informed staledel decisions to manaderests that are not yet
infestedby EAB, as well as implemestlvage harvests and rehabilitation in
stands that have already been impacted by EAB.

610.3.1.2 Gypsy Moth

Gypsy Moth(Lymantria dispar)s a defoliator of many different types of trees in

the eastern United Stat€opulations have been steadily moving west, and Ashland

County is just on the edge of its distribution. The gypsy moth caterpillars can nearly
defoliate entire stands of trees when their populations are high. Repeated
defoliation weakens the trees, openitingm up to other insects and diseases. Many
eventually die. Oak seems to be the preferred species, but gypsy moths feed on over

200 species of trees (both deciduous and evergreen). The native friendly fly and a
fungal disease often kill the larvae, butndod t have a substanti

population during an outbreak.

610.3.1.3 Forest Tent Caterpillar

Forest Tent CaterpillaMalacosoma disstripcan be found throughout the United

States and Canada wherever hardwoods grow. The favoredrhdstconsin are

aspen and oak. This native insect causes ragida outbreaks at intervals from

10 to 15 years; outbreaks usually last2 years in the Lake States. Severe and
repeated defoliation can lead to dieback and/or reduced growth of dffests,

which in some instances may be significant. Populations are often controlled by
natural enemies, helping the population crash. Aerial spraying of insecticides can

be an option for control as well. It will bsshlandCount y6s strategy
sound Silviculture practices to combat this cyclic pest.

200018


https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestHealth/documents/EABWIManagementGuidelines.pdf

610.4

610.5

610.3.2 Funding
The County Forest will make all reasonable efforts to secure funding for control

efforts, through county funds, or other state, federal or private funding sources.

610.3.3 Special Projects
The County Forest may cooperate with other agencies in forest pest research.

DEERBROWSE

Forest regeneration and reproduction is critical to sustain both timber production and
wildlife habitat and the overall health of the deer herd. As a keystone species, deer
can affect forest regeneration, letggm forest production, and forest wusability.

This is a concern for all interested in forest production and trying to balance deer

numbers with habitat.

Ashland County Forest may monitor herbivory impacts during forest reconnaissance.

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES

Invasive plants can cause significaegative impactt the forest. Invasive species
candisplace native plants and hinder the forest regeneration efforts. Preventing them
from dominatinghabitatss critical to the longerm health of the foresth€ following
species are the common species found within the County Forest; buckthorn, garlic
mustard, honey suckle, spotted knapweedlapdnese Barbertyvarying densities.

A full list of invasive plants is listed iAshland County Invasive Species Management
Planwhich islocated in th&Chapter2000. Someof these speciasarrant immediate

and continual treatment efforts wddthers maye allowed to remain due to extent
and financial ability to control them. THeounty will continue to train staff in
invasive species identification as wellaempt to secure funding sources to control
them as much as is practicklvasive plants on the forest should be documented as

well as potentiatesponse to new infestations
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6105.1 Fundingnd Partnerships

Grant opportunities for invasive species control funding can be found on

the Financial Assistance webpageé the Wisconsin Invasive Species
Courtil. The number of grants for local governments and county forest is
limited, especially for terrestrial invasive plant control. Some grants, such

as the Depart mentturkey statNpaprograpaupporRe sour c e 0

invasive plant control as part of larger efforts to promote certain outcomes

and might be applicable.

The Department of Natural Resources promotes the formation of
cooperative invasive species management areas (CISMAsigkhiits
Weed Management AréaPrivate Forest Grant Progrardvhile activities

funded by this grant are restricted to fiodustrial private forests, CISMAs
are encouraged to partner with other groups irr tieia and some can
provide technical support to county fo

can be found on thimiap

6105.2 Best Management Practices
In 2009, the Department of Natural Resources and many stakeholder groups
approved a series of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for minimizing the spread

of forest invasive plants. The full text of tB&Psis found on the Wisconsin

Council on Forestry website. Voluntary use of the BMPs during forestry
stewardship activities redusthe spread of invasive plants that capede forest

regeneration in county forests.

BMPs used before, during and after a harvest promote forest regeneration.
Reasonable efforts to clean vehicles, equipment, footwear and other diatipisg
reduce the spread of seeds and plant fragmentsitdasted forestd?lanningthe
sequence and timing of stewardship activitieeduce contact with invasive plants
during forestry operations is another helpful strateggimilarly, controlling
populations of invasive plants befdoggingreduces theisk of spreadinghem
Follow-up monitoringof disturbed standsan detect populations of invasive plants
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while they are still small and more easily managed.

6105.3 Current Plant Invasiwe

610.5.3.1 Buckthorn

Two species of invasive buckthorn I mpac
buckthorn, Frangula cathartica is more often found growing on well

drained soils while glossy buckthoffsangula alnus favors wetter soils.

Both species grow in shade or sun, quidklyn dense, eveaged thickets

that shade out understory plants, including tree seedlings, and hinder forest
regeneration. Their dark colored fruits are eaten by birds who disperse them

long distances. Both buckthorns gregnbefore native plants andain

green after the natives drop their leaves.

Buckthorn can be controlled by taking advantage of the longer period in
which they retain their leaves. Foliar applications of herbicide applied when
buckthorn has leaves and the natives are leaflessniiinize damage to
native plants. Other control options include mowing the shrubs and then
treating resprouts with foliar herbicide, basal bark herbicide applications,
and cut stump herbicide applications.

610.5.3.2 Garlic Mustard

Gaillic mustard Alliaria petiolata) is an herbaceous, biennial, native to Europe.
During the first year a basal rosette of only leaves develops. The second year,
several stems fromil4 feet tall grow from the basal rosette. The leaves have a
distinct garic fragrance when crushed. From the stems grow several small
white fl owers. Each plant can produce
capsules. Garlic mustard can quickly colonize disturbed forests as it often

follows corridors such as game trailsnoanmade roads/paths. As garlic

mustard spreads, it quickly displaces native plants and is known to radiate
chemicals into the soil that disrupt associations between mycorrhizal fungi and

native plants. Small populations can be hand pulled, while lpoperations
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are better controlled with prescribed fire and/or herbicide. All pulled plant
materials should be bagged and removed from the forest as seeds have been
known to mature on dead plants left on site. Treatment should be repeated until
the seed &nk is depleted, which takes multiple years. Garlic mustard sites

should be monitored annually, until no plants are discovered for several years.

610.5.3.3 Honeysuckle

Bush Honeysuckled 6nicera maackii, L. tatarica, L. morrowii, L. X bellaere
introduced from Eurasia as ornamentals, wildlife cover and soil erosion control.
Bush honeysuckles are upright deciduous shrubs, ranging frot? Seet tall

with gray shaggy bark. The leaves are opposite, simple, oval and untoothed and
can be smooth, teelvety depending on species. Flowers are fragrant and tubular
ranging in colors of white, red and pink. They bloom May through June and then
form red to yellow berries that are found as pairs on the leaf axils. Honeysuckles
replace native forest shrutend herbaceous plants by inhibiting growth of
understory plants due to early leaft which shades out herbaceous ground cover
and depletes soil moisture. Control options include hand pulling small
infestations and prescribed burning which kills seedlingd top kills mature
shrubs. Herbicide options include cut stump treatment and foliar spraying. With
all control efforts repeated monitoring is needed.

610.5.3.4 Spotted Knapweed

Spotted knapweedgentaurea stoepés an herbaceous, shdisted perennial

native to Eurasia that can grow 2 feet tall. This plant first appears as a basal
rosette of somewhat silvery leaves and may persist this way for several years
before developing pirkurple flowers on long spreading stems. The flowers

are thstle-like with many petals and stiff bracts.Knapweed invades dry

upland areas including disturbed sites such as forest trails and openings. The
roots exude an allelopathic chemical which inhibits establishment of other
plants; hindering forest regengom. Small populations can be hand pulled
provided the entire tap root is removed. Gloves, long sleeves and pants should

be worn when handling this plant as it may cause skin irritation. Chemical
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control should be applied directly to plants or broataesoss large areas of
infestation. Biological control is also available as part of an integrated pest

management plan.

610.5.3.5 Japanese Barberry

Japanese barberrBérberis thunbergjiwas introduced from Japan around

1875 and now ranges across nafdiorth America. It is a compact, spiny,
deciduous shrub with arching branches of dense foliage. It commonly grows 2
3 feet tall and has been known to reach heights of 6 feet. Japanese barberry
regenerates by seed, creeping roots and branches thaeedp when they

touch the ground; which increases its overall spread. Small, rounded, smooth
edged leaves are clustered in tight bunches close to the spiny branches and small
yellow flowers bloom through May forming red oblong berries that mature in
mid-summer and persist into winter. This plant is highly adapted to growing in
young forests where it forms thorny thickets that shade out and limit the growth
of native plants and spreads easily under the shade of established forests. The
primary method omechanically controlling barberry is hand pulling or digging
early before seed set in areas where there are only a few plants. It has shallow
roots but resprouting may occur if the entire root system is not removed. Larger
populations may be controlled bgrbicides with a cut stump treatment and
repeated monitoring for both seedlings and roctspreuting.

610.;ASHLAND COUNT Y06 S | NRELIES WARAGEMENT PIAN

Ashland County has developed an Invasive Species Management Plan to help guide

our response tmvasive species infestations that are found in the forest. See Chapter 2000.
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700

ACCESS CONTROL AND HISTORY

Resource management, protection activities, recreational uses, and other public uses on the
Ashland County Forest require several different types of access. Since the Forest is large and
diverse, a broad network of access opportunities has developeldeyears. A combination

of geography, soils, vegetation, surface waters, seasons of the year, presence/absence of roads
or trails, ownership of adjoining lands, and public regulations interact to control access to any

part of the Forest.

Many of the eisting roads and trails were originally developed as logging roads, logging
railroads, forest fire protection lanes, or trails used to reach popular hunting and fishing areas.
The locations and standards for these earlier roads were not routinely lestiabyiscounty

personnel, nor were they maintained on a regular basis.

Over the years, the road density and frequency of vehicle use on the Forest has increased in
response to an expanding number of motorized recreational vehicles and to providelaccess
our harvest program. Often times, different uses have occurred on the same trails with
minimal conflicts. But as the diverse demands for, and uses of, the County Forest have

reached a point where integrated access management planning may be needed.

Examples of problem areas and reasons for access planning:

User conflictbetween groups: e.g., snowmobiling veradd/s; hunting on foot versus
use of vehicles for access to game populations.

Safety e.g.,dog sleds on the same trail with snowmobgéicle traffic, or hiking.

Erosion soils eroding due to use, or ougse by vehicles without routine maintenance.
Damageo access: rutted or impassable roads requiring costly repair by the county or
other specific user groups (e.g., snowmobile club).

Litter. depositing garbage and waste on the Forest.

Overutilization of a resource; e.g. reduced availability of trojsiged deer, excessive

harvest of ruffed grouse along traiterer harvest of bobcat.
Crowding e.g. complaints from hunters about intensified competition for traditional
hunting areas as a result of better access.

Fires e.g. increased exposure of the 1gse to forest fire occurrence.
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710

Invasive speciese.g. introduction of invasive exotipacies along travel routes.

Developmental trendse.g. preservation of the County Forest solitude by limiting access

versus development of high intensity use by additional roads and unlimited access.

Road placemene.g. some roads should be closed fagorioper location and evaluated

for replacement.

CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

1. Provide direction to the committee and resource managers in order to
maintain a networkf roads and trails on the County Forest. This will meet the
needs for resouraeanagement and protection activities, as well as provide public

access for recreation opportunities.

2. ldentify the distribution, density, and types of roads and uses of roads and trails needed
to establish a safe and efficient transportation aneéaton system that complements
the economic, environmental, and social interest in the County Forest.

3. Identify the existing and future County Forest roads eligible for transportation aids
under s.86.315(1), Wis. Stats.

4. Identify areas on thCounty Forest where the access is limited or restricted.
5. Identify the provisions and criteria that will be policy when addressing

management issues on the County Forest.

ROADS

Ashland County Forest staff will oversee the construction and maintenance of all roads within
the County Forest. These roads may be constructed and maintained by the County or by
loggers and contract holders, under the supervision of the County.

The speffications for road construction and maintenance will vary with the frequency,
duration, and planned use of each road. Three major types of roads occur on the Forest:

permanent primary roads; permanent secondary roads, and temporary roads

New road establishment should consider information identifying areas with sensitive soils or

severe slopes that have the potential for adverse water quality impacts from land management
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710.1

practices. County staff can work with local DNR Forest Hydrologistigvelop sitespecific
measures where appropriate and to follow all required permitting processes when applicable.
A map of the roads within the Ashland County Fooest be found in the Appendix 1000.

The forest should have enough roads to providecseriti access, without degrading water
resources, while still maintaining recreational experience. Program evaluation of road

infrastructure will continuously occur.

PERMANENT PRIMARY FOREST ROADS (County Forest Roads)

These roads are the pany roads accessing the County Forest. They are designed,
constructed, and maintained for yeaund use. These roads serve as essential access
corridors for multiple use management. Some of these roads are graveled and routinely
graded. Vehicle use mdye restricted at various times of the year to minimize physical

damage to the road or for safety reasons.

Forest roads in this category qualify for the County Forest Road Aids program. Qualifying
roads in this program must meet minimum design standatdisy WI Statute Section 86.315

(4) (a) and 86.315 (3) and administered by WI DOT. A yearly aid payment is used to maintain
and improve these certified public roads. The following table lists the roads currently certified
under s. 86.31(1), Wis. Stat#&lso included are roads proposed for addition once

improvements meet statute requirements.
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ASHLAND COUNTY CURRENT WDOT CERTIFIED

TOWNSHIP SECTION | LENGTH (MI) | ROAD NAME/COMMENTS
Morse 29, 32 0.85 miles Long Lake Boat Landing
Road
Agenda 23, 24, 25, 3.60 miles | Mudline Road
26, 35
Total 4.45 miles

These permanent primary roads will be maintained and remain open to public use.

Snowplowing will only take place when timber sale activity is anticipated.

710.2 PERMANENT SECONDARY ROADS
These roads often serve a variety of uses including forest management, fire protection, and
recreation. These roads are maintdias part of a permanent road system but are often
narrower than permanent primary roads and are built and maintained to lower standards. Some

of these roads are designed for use only when the ground is frozen or firm.

Some roads in this category aredtaxdd in areas on the Forest where motor vehicle use is
limited or restricted. In these instances, the roads will be signed as restricted. These
roads may also be blocked but signage will explain use limitations, etc...

In instances where motorizéaffic is restricted, vehicle access will only be authorized for
planned management activities, fire protection, and in cases where motorized handicapped
access has been approved. Foot traffic is allowed on all roads.
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710.3 TEMPORARY ROADS
Many of the roads on the Forest fall into this classification. These roads are designed and
constructed for sheterm use for a specific project; often for timber harvest access. These
roads are used only for a short duration and when the activity is doteyiharary road is
closed. These roads are naturally or artificially revegetated and closed by use of earthen
berms/bunkers or other physical barriers. In some cases, roads are completely closed with

slash and debris to prevent future use and to enconaagl regeneration of trees.

Temporary roads on existing and past sales will be considered for closure. Reasons will

include protection of perpetually wet soils, human safety, and prevention of illegal dumping.

The need for new temporary roads \w# evaluated on a cabg-case basis. Road locations
will be included in designing timber harvests. Consideration will be given to the objectives

within each County Forest unit, existing road density, potential use, and soil type.

710.4 STATE, COUNTY, TOWN DRIVEWAY PERMITS

710.4.1 State Highways
Wisconsin DOT generally requires permits for permanent and temporary driveways on state
highways. The County should track and retain permit records and work with local DOT

officials for access.

710.4.2 County Highways
Driveway permits on county roads will be attained fromAkblandCountyHighway

Department following their permitting rules
710.4.3 Town Roads

Driveway permits will be attained from tA®@wn that new driveways are being pladetie

town requires o&.
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710.5 UTILITIES

Access of the County Forest for utility reasons is covered under Chapter 520.5 Public Utilities.

710.6 CULVERTS
In many cases culverts are needed in all three classifications of roads that are amthe Co
Forest when dealing with drainages, wetlands and stream crossings. Some of these are
temporarily placed culverts that are used during a specific project then removed, while others

are permanent structures.

In all instances, culverts should be plaeedording to required DNR permitting procedures
and should follow BMPG6s for culverts that <c
for Water Quality PUB FR93 2010.

Routine maintenance of these structures should also be completed to makecures are
adequately working. The county may want to consider documenting the location of culverts
on the forest and provide a list of the culverts that should be routinely checked.

715 RESTRICTED ACCESS AREAS
In addition to providing trails for motzed vehicle use, the Forest may also provide and
designate areas where motorized equipment is not permitted unless authorized by the
Committee. The principal intent of these areas is to provide andnatmrized area to
promote silent sports such askihg, biking, bird watching and hunting. These areas have
annual trail maintenance and are rehabilitated ewéryéars. Due to this maintenance and
restricted access, these areas are used heavily in fall by ruffed grouse hunters from all parts of
the naibn. The following areas have been designated as restricted access areas on the Ashland
County Forest:

Hunter Walking Trails

Augustine Creek 3.2 miles long and 1.0 acres of openings
Colby John Hunteir 4.2 miles long and 2.4 acres of openings
Roddis Line Hunter 4.5 miles long and 2.8 acres of openings
East Side Huntdr 3.2 miles long and 1.8 acres of openings

TrottT 2.0 miles long and 1.&cres of openings
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A map of these Hunter Walking Trails can be found in the Appendix 1000.

720 ROAD CONSTRUCTION BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATER
QUALITY
The layout and construction of any new road or trail situated on the County Forest shall adhere
toWi sconsinbdés Best Manage n(RUBFROP39%.cThisaccess f or
managment plan addresses the need and diversity level of forest roads and trails within the
County Forest. The BMP Manual provides guidelines for road constru@mihdisturbance
activities in highly erodible soil areas may require mitigating measurescess of those
currently listed in the Best Management Practices manualfFfRI&03-2010. Wider buffers,
sediment control structures and water diversion techniques will be used as appropriate in these

sensitive areas.

725 SIGNS
Signs on the Countiforest will be used discreetly to perform and function with minimal
disruption to the multiple uses of the Forest. Private signs promoting personal, commercial
or political objectives will not be permitted. Signs erected by the county for management
purposes or by noprofit recreational trail groups will be as follows:
1. Informational Type Signs
A. Interpretive Signs- to educate the general public about forest
management practices.
B. Public Land Signsto identify the land as Ashland County Foasigerty.
Trail Markers- to provide direction and safety to trail users.

Scientific, Historical or Geological Marker$o identify points of interest.

m o O

Recreational Facility Markergto identify park entrances, etc.
F. DirectionalMarkers.

2. Regulatory Type Signsto regulate the use of the Forest in specific areas.
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725.1 SIGNING STANDARDS
To assure that signs will serve a purpose without damaging aesthetics, the following standards
will be maintained:
1.  All signs will be mounted on treated wood posts or steel
posts.
2. Routed wood signs will be used wherever practical. Fiberboard or painted metal
signs, when used, will be of neat appearance.
3. Signs placed on snowmobile/ATV trails must conform to statedatds and
be approved by the committee.
4. All authorized signs shall be protected by ordinance from being damaged,
defaced, obstructed, removed, or possessed by unauthorized persons.
5.  Allunauthorized signs will be removed by the Forestry staff. No corapens
will be afforded for loss or damage to signs during removal. Individuals erecting

unauthorized signs may be prosecuted under s. 943.13(3), Wis. Stats.
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CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
To introduce and communicatettee public, the County Board of Supervisors, and to the
Wisconsin DNR, the integrated resource approach that forestry, wildlife and other natural

resource staff will use on the Ashland County Forest during this planning period.

INTEGRATED RESOURCE MA NAGEMENT APPROACH
Integrated Resource Management is defined as: "the simultaneous consideration of
ecological, physical, economic, and social aspects of lands, waters and resources in

developing and implementing multiplese, sustained yield managemeiitéims, 1998).

This balance of ecological, economic, and social factors is the framework within which the
Ashland County Forest is managed.

The working definition of Integrated Resource Management means, in large part, keeping
natural communities gflants and animals and their environments healthy and productive

so people can enjoy and benefit from them now and in the future.

The remainder of this chapter is written to help communicate how the Forest is managed

on an integrated resource approach.

SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

"the practice of managing dynamic forest ecosystems to provide ecological, economic,
social and cultural benefits for present and future generations” NR 44.03(12) Wis. Adm.
Code and s.28.04(1)(e), Wis. Stats.

water quality, and wildlife and fish habitat. This process is dyndraicthe purpose of

this chaptersustainabldorestrywill be interpreted as the management of the Forest to
meet the needs of the present without knowingly compromising the abilitytuie
generations to meet their own needs (economic, social, and ecological) by practicing a land
stewardship ethic which integrates the growing, nurturing, and hisnyest trees for

useful products with the conservation of soil, air ahdnges as wkarn from past

management.
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810.1 TOOLS IN INTEGRATEDRESOURCE MANAGEMENT

810.1.1 Compartmerecon
The County will support and utilize the compartment reconnaissance procedures as set forth
by the DNR Public Forest Lands Handbook 2460.5. WisFIRS serves as the database for

housing recon information.

810.1.2 Forest Habitat ClassificatiBgstem

The Forest Habitat Classification Systef Guide to Forest Communities and Habitat
Types of Northern Wisconsin Second Edition; Kotar, étiala natural classification
system for forest communities and the sites on which they develop. ltusiigeematic
interpretation of natural vegetation with emphasis on understory species.

810.1.3 Soil Surveys

Forestry staff's knowledge of forest ecology and their experience across the landscape can
assist in associating forest habitat types and site indices with soil type information. These
associations can be beneficial in determining management prescriptiapecific sites.
WisFIRS contains soil survey data, and this information can also be found on the NRCS

websitebased soil survey.

810.1.4 Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin

The Wisconsin DNR uses Ecological Landscapes of Wisconsin (WDNR Handbook
1805.1) which is an ecological land classification system based on the National
Hierarchical Framework of Ecological Units (NHFEU). Ecological landscapes distinguish
land areas different from one another in ecological characteristics. A combination of
physicaland biological factors including climate, geology, topography, soils, water, and
vegetation are used. They provide a useful tool and insight into ecosystem management.
Land areas identified and mapped in this manner are known as ecologicaGamesaly

accepted silvicultural systems are prescribed on a stand level scale.
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810.1.5 Integrated Pest Management
AThe maintenance of destructive agents, [
planned use of a variety of preventive, suppressiveguiatory tactics and strategies that

are ecologically and economically efficien

The Committee has the authority to approve and direct the use of pesticides and other
reasonable alternatives in an integrated pest managenognaimpron the Forest.
Refer to Chapter 600 (610.3) for more detailed discussion and integrated pest management

strategies.

810.1.6 Best Management Practices for Water Quality

The most practical and cestfective method to assure that forestry operations do not
adversely affect water quality on the Ashland County Forest is to utilize "best management
practices" (BMP's) as described\Wisconsin's Forestry Best Management Piaadifor

Water Quality. Publication number FB93

Consistent with the aforementioned manual, Ashland County will use BMP's on the Forest
with the understanding that the application of BMP's may be modified for specific site
condtions with guidance froma forester or other natural resource professional.
Modifications will provide equal or greater water quality protection or have no impact on
water quality. Areas with highly erodible soil types, proximity to streams or lakes, or steep
slopes may requer mitigating measures in excess of those outlined in the manual. All
Ashland County employees practicing forestry will receive BMP training. Additionally,
Ashland County will require BMP training of all loggingcontractors that operate on

County timbersales.

810.1.7 FiraMlanagement
Reference Chapter 600.
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810.1.7.1 Prescribefire

Prescribed burning has not been a management tool used on County Forest in recent years,
however with changing habitat and silviculture goals prescribedriumay become a

more suitable tool in the future. Many of the plant communities present today are the result
of wild fires.

As the needs are presented to regenerate or maintain timber types or other plant
communities, the Committee will examine the camtsl benefits of each opportunity.

|l ncreased regulations, the countyds cost o
and uncontrolled fires will have to be considered with any benefits of vegetation
management through prescribed burning.

All prescribed burning will be done in accordance with Wisconsin State Statutes 26.12,
26.14, and the DNR Prescribed Burn Handbook 4360.5 and in cooperation with the

Department of Natural Resources per section 605.5 of this plan.

810.1.8 Outside ExpertisBtudies and Survey
Additional data necessary to make management decisions on the County Forest will be sought
from agencies or individuals, who have the best capability and technical expertise, including,
but not limited to:

Water Resources: WDNR

Wildlife Resources: WDNR

Soil Resources: NRCS

Mineral Resources: WDNR

=

Wetland Resources: WDNR, Army Corps of Engineers, County Zoning
Navigable Streams: WDNR, Army Corps of Engineers, County Zoning
Floodplains: County Zoning

Cultural Resources: WDNR, Statéstorical Society

Entomology / Pathology: WDNR

Endangered Resources: WDNR

=4 =4 4 A4 A4 A4 A5 A - -

Forestry: Cooperative Field Trials, see WDNR website
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9 Other subjects as needed

810.1.9 Local Silvicultural Field Trials

To date, numerous field trials have been completedeoongoing on the Ashland County

Forest. These trials include:

1 Pennsylvania Sedge Trails
o Prevalence of Pennsylvania sedge, ironwood and the associated lack of

northern hardwood regeneration has been consistently observed on
portions of the Ashland CounBorest. The lack of northern hardwood
regeneration has been identified as a significant problem for the
sustainability of these hardwood stands. This trial consisted of testing
several methods of reducing the sedge and ironwood component in our
hardwoodsby means of mechanical scarification or chemical application
on multitude of sites with varying size. This trial began in 2010 and still
continues in 2022 and will continue for the foreseeable future. The trial
has changed over time as our knowledgénefduccesses and failures has
increased. More detailed information can be found on the WI DNR
Silviculture Trials website
(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forestmanagengiviculturetrialg.

1 Ash Management
o In 2008 a Silviculture trial was started to test the results of regenerating

swamp hardwoods by the harvest method of coppice with reserves. The
Harvest was completed in the winter of 2008/2009 on a 45 acre site. The
stand then had a regeneration study in 2014 that showed the stand was
adequately stocked with red maple and black ash regeneration. More
detailed information can be found on the WI DNR Silviculture Trials
website

(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forestmanagement/silviculturejrials
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1 Northern Hardwood Management
o In 1998 Silviculture trial was started to test the results of regenerating

northern hardwood by variotmrvest methods. The methods were single
tree selection harvest, clear cut and scarification, shelterwood harvest.
These harvest methods were completed on relatively small sites ranging
from 2-25 acres. The regeneration study was completed in 2001 my
Northland College students and their results and more detailed information
can be found on the WI DNR Silviculture Trials website

(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forestmanagemslviculturetrials.

815 MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS TO REDUCE LOSS

815.1 RISK FACTORS

815.1.1 Wind
Catastrophic wind events such as tornadoes and straight line winds can cause
significant damages across a landscape. Forest that are healthy and vigorously
growing on well suited sites have reduced risk of damage from these types of
events. Implementing pper Silviculture and sound forest management practices
across the County Forest will help reduce the severity if a catastrophic wind event
would happen within the County Forest.

815.1.2 Flooding
Flooding affects habitat along stream banks and |ladvéaeas, however the more
significant impact would be the damage caused to the road infrastructure within
the County Forest and main travel routes in and out of the County Forest.
Practicing proper Water QualityngBMPG6s d
and on timber sales will promote the landscape to better handle flood events and
lower the risk of damages to the road infrastructure and habitat loss.

815.1.3 Fire
Forest that have been unmanaged or over mature, tend to have buildup of biomass
in theform of fine and course woody debris. This accumulation of biomass
directly relates to the amount of fuel a fire can ignite and increase in the severity
of a wildland fire. Promoting young forest and managing older stands with proper
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silviculture reducethis fuel build up and in return reduces risk of a wildland fire
from igniting and reduces the overall severity if a wildland fire would ignite.
815.1.4 Climate Change
Climate change has the potential to affect many factors that impact a forest
ecosystemThese changes may be rising temperatures, length of growing season,
precipitation, severity of weather events, catastrophic weather events, forest pest
and forest diseases. These factors all play a role in how a forest ecosystem have
developed, so a chges in any of these factors can cause a positive or negative
effect on the forests. The County is dedicated to implementing integrated
management strategies, as described in Chapter 805, that will help to adapt our
forest management to the continually cit@ and create a healthy landscape.
815.1.5 Timber markets
Timber markets are constantly changing due a multitude of factors that the
County has little no control over. To try and meet these changes the County has
the ability to apply different silvictiral practices that produce the wood product
that the current market has a demand for, as long as these silvicultural practices
meet the long term management goal. This strategy also helps the County

maintain a relatively stable timber revenue on an drimasis.

820 PLANT COMMUNITIES MANAGEMENT
Ashland County recognizes the importance of maintaining the diversity of the forest
under an ecosystem approach. The process involved in making management decisions
to encourage or not encourage spedfiecies or communities is complex. It includes
an understanding of:

Objectives of the County

Integration of landforms, soils, climate, and vegetative factors

Habitat classification

Past, present and future desired condition

Surrounding ownership patterasd general objectives

Wildlife habitat and other values

Social needs

=4 =2 =4 A4 -4 A -
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820.1 SILVICULTURAL PRACTICES/TREATMENTS
Silviculture is the art and science of controlling forest composition, structure, and growth
to maintain and e nhangpugose. Mhese practicessate basedwort i | i
research and general silviculture knowledge of the species being managed. The goal is to
encourage vigor within all developmental stages of forest stands, managed in an even aged
or uneven aged system. The applmaof silviculture to a diverse forest needs a unified,
systematic approach. The DNR Public Forest Lands Handbook (2460.5) and DNR

Silvicultural Guidance will be used as guidelines for management practices used on the
County Forest.

820.1.1 Natural Regeneration
Where feasible, natural regeneration will be encouraged through the use of silvicultural
methods that promote regrowth and recruitment of the forest. In general, the particular

silvicultural method cbsen will depend on the biological functions of the target species
or forest type.

820.1.1.1 Clearcutting/Coppice

Clearcutting is a silvicultural method used to regenerate shade intolerant species.
Complete, or nearly complete removal of the foremtopy will stimulate the
regeneration and growth of species such as aspen, white birch and swamp
hardwood. This method is also used as a final rotation removal in species such as
red oak, red pine and others. Tree retention guidelines are followed when

prescribing clearcut or coppice cuts.

820.1.1.2 Shelterwood / Seed Tree

Shelterwood harvest is a method used to regeneratshaik tolerant and shade
tolerant species. Partial canopies stimulate regeneration, enhance growth and can
provide seedource. Canopies are eventually removed. This method is used for
white birch, white pine, tamarack, black spruce, red oak, swamp hardwoods and

northern hardwood (when managing even aged).
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820.1.1.3 All Aged Regeneration Harvests

All aged regeneratioharvests are used in shade tolerant species. Gaps in the forest
canopy allow regeneration to occur throughout the stand. Over time, multiple
entries into the stand will create multiple age class structure with the intent of
creating a fully regulatedand. All aged regeneration harvests may be prescribed
in the form of single tree selection, group selection or patch selection. This method
is used in northern hardwood and occasionally in swamp hardwoods (when
managing for all aged)

820.1.1.4 Soil Sarification

Scarification is a technique used to prepare a seedbed beneath forest stands
scheduled for harvest and regeneration. This mechanical disturbance that exposes
bare mineral seedbeds and creates conditions necessary for regeneration of pine
species. Disturbance that mixes seed into duff and soil layers creates optimal
conditions for regeneration of oak, white birch, fir and others. Ashland County
utilizes straight bladéor soil scarification.

820.1.1.5 Other
Other natural regeneration tettues may be considered where necessary and
appropriate. New methods for natural regeneration are continually tested for

effectiveness.

820.1.2 Artificial Regeneration

When natural regeneration fails, or when tree species present do not coincide with
management objectives for the site, artificial means will be employed to establish
a desirable stand of trees. Artificial regeneration on a site usualiyaegome

form of site preparation followed by seeding or planting.

820.1.2.1 Mechanical Site Preparation
Mechanical site preparation includes the use of soil disturbance equipment such as
a disc, roller chopper, patch scarifier, disk trencher-ptow prior to tree planting

or seeding. These types of equipment are used to reduce logging debris to a smaller
200045



size, incorporate debris into the soil, clear brush and debris from the site, and to

reduce competition from other vegetation.

820.1.2.2 Chemcal Site Preparation

Herbicide application can be an effective means of controlling unwanted vegetation
in order to establish seedlings or plantations. It should be used sparingly and in
situations where mechanical treatment is not expected to providevible of
vegetative control needed. Chemical will be applied in strict accordance with label
recommendations, requirements, and under the oversight of a certified applicator.
Herbicides will normally be applied with motorized, ground based equipmert, ha
applications, or aerially. A written prescription for each herbicide application will be
prepared and kept on file.

820.1.2.3 Prescribed Burning
Prescribed burning for site preparation can be used to reduce logging debris, clear
the site, reduceompeting vegetation, and to release nutrients into the soil.

820.1.2.4 Tree Planting / Seeding

Both machine and/or hand planting/seeding will be utilized to insure adequate
regeneration. The selection of species will be determined according to the specific
management objectives and capabilities of each site. Planting or seeding will
primarily occu in areas where natural regeneration is inadequate or conflicts with the
management goals of the site. County will make all reasonable efforts to source
seeds/seedlings from local genetics.

820.1.3 Intermediate Treatments
Intermediatereatments are those practices used to enhance the health and vigor
of a forest stand. In general, intermediate treatments are applied to forest stands

managed as even aged.
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820.1.3.1 Mechanical Release

Mechanical release is the removal aaimpeting vegetation by means other than
herbicide or fire. Mechanical may include releasing young pine plantations from
competing vegetation using chain saws or otheratal equipment; or mowing to

release regeneration.

820.1.3.2 Chemical Redse

Chemical Release is the removal of competing vegetation from desirable trees through
the use of herbicides. It should be used sparingly and in situations where mechanical
treatment is not expected to provide the level of vegetative control neelieahical

will be applied in strict accordance with label recommendations, requirements and
under the oversight of a certified applicator. A written prescription for each herbicide

application will be prepared and kept on file.

820.1.3.3 Non-Commercial hinning (TSI)
In general, most thinning needs are accomplished through commercial harvest
operations. Nomommercial thinning may be considered if the individual site

requirements, funding and/or available labor make it desirable.

820.1.3.4 Thinning /Intermediate Cuts

Management of some even aged forest types necessitates the use of commercial
thinning, also known as intermediate harvests, to maintain forest health and vigor.
Thinning is generally prescribed in forest types such as red pine, rexhdak,cases

of even aged hardwood management. Thinning may be prescribed on other even aged
types as appropriate and where feasible. Intermediate harvests include prescriptions
for residual densities, marking priorities, spacing, crown closure, diameter

distribution, or other measurements.
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820.2 SILVICULTURAL PRESCRIPTIONS
820.2.1 EverAged Management
A forest stand composed of trees having relatively small differences in age.
Typical cutting practices include: clear cutting, coppice, shelterwood cutting,
patch selection, overstory removal and seed cutting. Even aged management

is generally requed to manage shade intolerant, early successional forest types.

820.2.1.1 Aspen

These are types where aspen trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems. On the
forest, aspen types may be dominated by quaking or big tooth aspen or a
combination of both. Aspen stands contain a wide variety of associated hardwood
and conifer species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant

Habitats: PArVAm, AVDe, ATM, ATD, TMC
Intermediate treatments None

Median rotation age 45

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methad Clearcutting with coppice

Habitat value Early successiohaelated species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts

Insect disease consideratiortdypoxylon and other cankers
Trends General declines on statewide acreage
Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible
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820.2.1.2 Red Maple
These are types where red maple trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.

Red maple stands contain a wide variety of associated hardwood and conifer

species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant / midtolerant
Habitats: ATM, ATD, AOCa, TMC
Intermediate treatments thinning

Median rotation age 65

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methad Clearcutting with coppice
Habitat value Early successional related species
Economic value Fiberproduction / bolts

Insect disease consideratioreankers

Trends General increase on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible

820.2.1.3 Swamp Hardwoods

Any combination of black ash, red pla, swamp white oak, and elms comprises
50% or more of the basal area in sawtimber and poletimber stands, or 50% or more
of the stems in sapling and seedling stands.

Shade tolerance Intolerant / midtolerant
Habitats: Lowland Swamps
Intermediatdreatments None

Median rotation age 100

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methad Clearcutting with coppice
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Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts

Insect disease consi@#ons Emerald Ash Borer
Trends Decrease on statewide acreage
Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible

820.2.1.4 Balsam Fir
These are types where Balsam Fir trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.
Balsam Fir stands contain a wide variety of associated hardwood and conifer

species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant / midtolerant
Habitats: ATM, TMC
Intermediatdreatments None

Median rotation age 50

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methaod Clearcutting

Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts

Insect disease consideratiorSpruce bud worm
Trends Maintain on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible
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820.2.1.5 White Spruce

These are types where white spruce trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.
White spriee stands contain a wide variety of associated hardwood and conifer
species and can be planted or natural stands

Shade tolerance Intolerant / midtolerant
Habitats: ATM, TMC, ATD
Intermediate treatments Thinning

Median rotation age 75

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest method Clearcutting

Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts /logs

Insect disease consideratiorSpruce bud worm
Trends Maintain on statewle acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible

820.2.1.6 Red Pine

These are types where red pine trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems. Red
pine stands are all planted on the county forest and coataide variety of
associated hardwood and conifer species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant
Habitats: ATM, TMC, ATD
Intermediate treatments Thinning

Median rotation age 80

Primary regeneration methoRlanting or natural conversion

Harvest mé&hod Clearcutting / overstory removal
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Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts /logs

Insect disease consideratiortdRD

Trends Maintain on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/decrease acreages where possible

820.2.1.7 Tamarack
These are types where Tamarack trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.
Tamarack stands contain a wide variety of conifer species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant

Habitats: Lowland swamps, peat bogs
Intermediate treatments None

Median rotation age 100

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methad Clearcutting, seed tree

Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber prodiction / bolts

Insect disease consideratiortsastern larch beetle
Trends Maintain on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible
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820.2.1.8 Black Spruce
These are types where black sgriiees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.

Black spruce stands contain a wide variety of associated conifer species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant / mid tolerant
Habitats: Lowland swamps, peat bogs
Intermediate treatments None

Medianrotation age 100

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest methad Clearcutting, seed tree

Habitat value Early successional related species

Economic value Fiber production / bolts

Insect disease consideratiordpruce bud worm, dwhh  mistletoe.
Trends Maintain on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retain/increase acreages where possible

820.2.1.9 N. White Cedar
These are types where white cedar trees comprise of more than 50% of the stems.

White cedr stands contain a wide variety of associated conifer species.

Shade tolerance Intolerant / mid tolerant
Habitats: Lowland swamps, peat bogs
Intermediate treatments None

Median rotation age 100

Primary regeneration methoNatural

Harvest method Clearcutting, seed tree

Habitat value Early successional related species
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Economic value Fiber production / bolts

Insect disease consideratiorisone.

Trends Maintain on statewide acreage

Landscape considerations Retairfincrease acreages where possible

820.2.1.1MNorthern Hardwood

These are stands dominated by shade tolerant andhade tolerant species. In
Ashland County, northern hardwood stands are typically dominated by sugar
maple, ash, basswood and yellow birch. Majority of these stands have been
degraded from poor past kasting and the County is using even aged management

prescriptions to regenerate them to a higher quality stand.

Shade tolerance tolerant to mietolerant

Habitats ATM, AoCa, ATD

Intermediate treatments thinning

Median rotation age 100 Primar

regeneration methodnaturali even aged regeneration

Harvest methad shelterwood, overstory removal

Habitat value (consider the Wildlife Actia Plan data)

Economic value fiber, bolts, logs

Insect disease consideratioresmerald ash borer, others
Trends Maintain on Statewide acreage.

Landscape considerations Increase acreages when possible.
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820.2.1.11Hemlock

These are stands dominated by shade tolerant andhade tolerant species. In
Ashland County, hemlock stands are typically dominated by hemlock, sugar maple,
ash, basswood, red maple and yellow birch.

Shade tolerance tolerant to mietolerant
Habitats ATM, AoCa, ATD
Intermediate treatments thinning

Median rotation age 120

Primary regeneration methodatural

Harvest method shelterwood, overstory removal

Habitat value (consider the Wildlife Action Plan data)

Economic value fiber

Insect disease consideratiortdemlock woolly adelgid
Trends Maintain on Statewide acreage.
Landscape considerations Increase acreages when possible.
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820.2.2 Uneveh\ged Management

A forest stand composed of trees in various age and size classes. The typical cutting
practice is selection cutting, where individual trees are removed from the stand.
Regeneration is continually occurring after the stamdcut. Uneveraged

management is generally used to manage shade tolerant forest types.

820.2.2.1 Northern Hardwood
These are stands dominated by shade tolerant andhadg tolerant species. In
Ashland County, northern hardwood stands ty@cally dominated by sugar

maple, ash, basswood and yellow birch.

Shade tolerance tolerant to mietolerant
Habitats ATM, AoCa, ATD
Intermediate treatments thinning

Median rotation age n/a

Primary regeneration methodaturali all aged regeneration

Harvest methad single tree, gaps, groups, shelterwood,

overstory removal
Habitat value (consider the Wildlife Action Plan data)

Economic value fiber, bolts, logs

Insect disease considéions emerald ash borer, others

Trends Maintain on Statewide acreage.

Landscape consideratians Increase acreages when possible.
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820.3 LOCALLY UNCOMMON TREES / FOREST TYPES
The presence or lack of a particular tree species is dependent on land capability, climate,
natural range, natural or human disturbance and many other factors. The following trees
and types are considered uncommon on the Ashland County Forest anddrksly the
general region. These trees may be left as reserves in even aged management prescriptions,

or in thinnings and all aged regeneration harvests.

820.3.1 American EIm(UImus americana.) is scarce primarily due to Dutch elm
disease. Healthy Idag elm may be left uncut in hope that they may continue on the

landscape as potential resistant seed sources.

820.3.2 Butternut(Juglans cinerea) is declining due to butternut canker. Healthy
individuals that appear to be canker free will be resarvéte forest as potential

resistant seed sources.

820.3.3 Eastern HemlockTsuga canodensis) is a highly preferred deer and small

mammal browse species. Regeneration is difficult and remnant stands will be retained

to provide seed sources for futtm@anagement activities

820.4 FOREST TYPES REQUIRING INTENSIVE EFFORT TO REGENERATE
There are certain forest types within the County Forest that are difficult to regenerate. In
many cases, this difficulty may be related to the exclusion of fire froatidscape, deer
herbivory or other factors. The following list itemizes forest types with difficult

regeneration and County management goals:

820.4.1 White birch

White birch is a shade intolerant species normally found in even aged stands. ii$ appea

white birch evolved to regenerate after disturbances such as fire. Currently the County only
has small isolated pockets of white birch, however the County is committed to maintain or
increase birch on the landscape to increase species diversity. dwéie@ site condition

promotes birch regeneration the County is committed to regeneration efforts which include
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820.5

820.6

pre-sale salmon bladgcarification.

820.4.2 Northern red oak

Northern red oak is a shade intolerant to mid tolerant species found imijyrenan aged

stands. Northern red oak appears to require disturbance to regenerate and herbivory
appears to be a limiting factor on regeneration success. Currently the County only has
small isolated pockets of red oak, however the County is comnuottadintain or increase

oak on the landscape to increase species diversity. In areas where site condition promotes
oak regeneration the County is committed to regeneration efforts which include small
pocket shelterwood within the northern hardwoods stam#senthere is oak present along

with site scarification.

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES OF CONCERN

Invasive plants can cause significant damage to the forest. Invasive species can displace
native plants and hinder the forest regeneration efféitsventing them from dominating

forest understories is critical to the letegm health of the forest. There are a number of
invasive plant species in varying densities on the County Forest. Some warrant immediate
and continual treatment efforts whilehets may be allowed to remain due to extent and
financial ability to control them. The County will continue to train staff in invasive species
identification as well as attempt to secure funding sources to control them as much as is

practical.

LEGALLY PROTECTED AND SPECIAL CONCERN PLANT SPECIES

There are plants in Wisconsin that are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act,
the State Endangered Species Law, or b@h.County Forest, no one may cut, root up,
sever, injure, destroy, rese, transport or carry away a listed plant without a valid
endangered or threatened species perffiitere is an exemption on public lands for
forestry, agriculture and utility activities under state |ake County will, however, make
reasonable effortéo minimize impacts to endangered or threatened plants during the

course of forestry/silviculture activities (typically identified in the timber sale narrative).
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The Wisconsin Department Natural Resources Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservati
tracks information on legally protected plants with the Natural Heritage Inventory (NHI)
program. The NHI program also tracks Special Concern Species, which are those for
which some problem of abundance or distribution is suspected, but not yet pfidwen.

main purpose of this category is to focus attention on certain species before they become

threatened or endangered.

The County has access to this data under a license agreement and is committed to
reviewing this database for endangeresbueces that may occur within proposed land

disturbing project areas.

820.7 TREE RETENTION GUIDELINES
Silvicultural practices are designed to manipulate vegetation to achieve management
objectives. Retention of some trees, both alive and deads$asated ecological benefits.
Ashland County will implement tree retention guidelines consistent with chapter 24 (Tree
Marking & Retention Guidelines) of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Silvicultural Handbook.

820.8 BIOMASS HARVESTING GUDELINES

The purchaser shal l comply withWiaslclonGemésrs
Forestl and Woody Bi o ma spsblishecd by thes Wiscorgsin Gu i d
Department of Natural Resources, publication -PER-435-09, unless specifically

provided otherwise below. A copy of this publication is available upon request to the Seller

if not possessed by the Purchaser. The publicatioralsm be found at the Council on

Forestry website athttp://council.wisconsinforestry.org/biomass/
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825

825.1

825.2

825.3

ANIMAL SPECIES MANAGEMENT

Ashland County Forest provides a wide range of wildlife habitats from open
grasslands/barrens to mature forests, from bogs to forested wetlands, from spring ponds to
lake shorelines. A primary goal of wildlife management on the Ashland County Forest is
to provide a diversity of healthy ecosystems necessary to sustain and enhance native
wildlife populations. This forest will be managed primarily to provide habitats for a suite

of species rather than focusing on a specific species, with exceptions madddmal for

State Listed Endangered or Threatened Species.

TECHNICAL PLANNING

Management of wildlife populations on the Ashland County Forest falls under the jurisdiction
of the DNR. Planning may be a cooperative effort of the County FordstD¥tHR liaison
forester and wildlife manager in formulating management plans and utilizing forest and

wildlife management techniques to accomplish desired forest and wildlife management goals.

GUIDELINES
DNR operational handbooks including thebka Forest Lands Handbook (2460.5),
manual codes and guidance documents are important references and guidelines to utilize

in fish and wildlife planning efforts.

INVENTORY

Habitat needs will be determined by analysis of forest reconnaissaftzenation.
Population estimates will be conducted periodically by DNR wildlife, endangered resources
personnel, and other trained cooperators. Currently, Department Wildlife staff conduct the
following surveys on or adjacent to the Ashland County Eores

Biotic Inventories

Summer deer observations

Brood surveys

Furbearer tracking

== =2 4 A -2

Frog and Toad Surveys
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i1 Bat Monitoring
1 Bear bait surveys

1 Snapshot Wisconsin

825.4 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS FOR WILDLIFE

The following areas of focus are identified fachieving plan objects and for benefit of

wildlife.

825.4.1 General Management Policies
Forest management practices may be modified to benefit wildlife and diversity. The
following will be considered when planning for management activities:

1 Evenaged regeneration harvests (clearcuts) should vary in size and shape and
include retention considerations.
A diversity of stand age, size and species.
Mastbearing trees and shrubs, cavity trees, and an adequate number and variety of
snags.
Cull trees(future snag or den trees) not interfering with specific high value trees.
Timber types, habitat conditions and impacts on affected wildlife.

Access management.

= =A A =4

Best management practices for water qua

825.5 IMPORTANCE OF HABITATS
Important labitat types are those cover types known to be of importance to certain native
wildlife and whose absence would make that wildlife significantly less abundant. These

shortages may be on a local or broader scale. The following habitat types can beezbnsider

important:

825.5.1 Nororested wetlands
The Ashland County Forest contains 3,413 acres ofo@sted wetland types providing
a variety of habitats for common, rare and endangered species. Emergent wetland, sedge

meadow, muskeg bog and deep shgrrovide habitat for species such as wood turtle, black

200061



tern, American bittern, and numerous other species.

825.5.2 Aquatic habitats
The Ashland County Forest includes 111 acres of lakes, rivers, streams, ponds and other
aguatic habitats. Open wafgovides habitat for species such as wood duck, boreal chorus

frog, water shrew and many other species reliant on water related resources.

825.5.3 Riparian and other ramanaged areas
Undisturbed shoreline and riparian areas present on the #ordsprovide habitat for

species such as red shouldered hawk, green frog, and woodland jumping mouse.

825.5.4 Early successional forests

Management of aspen, white birch, jack pine and other shade intolerant species creates
habitat for a large suite @fildlife species that benefit from early successional forests. On

the Ashland County Forest there are currently 14,858 acres of these forest types present.
This is a key habitat used for recreational hunting activities providing conditions favorable
for American woodcock, ruffed grouse, whitdled deer and negame species such as
goldenwi nged warbl er, Ki r-Wiklledecockod.s war bl er and
825.5.5 Conifers

Conifers, whether spruce, fir or other types appear to be an important habitat rfidber nu

of wildlife species. The Ashland County Forest currently has 9,282 acres of coniferous
habitat. Connecticut warbler, red crossbill, northern flying squirrel, and many others utilize
conifer types. Jack pine areas can be managed to provide tempareggs habitat
providing habitat for Kirtlandds warbler a

825.5.6 Oak management

Oak is an important mast producing food source on the forest, providing acorns for a wide
variety of game and negame species. The Aahd County Forest has 22 acres classified

as oak stands but red oak is a small component of some of our northern hardwood stands.
It is considered a critical resource to retain on the landscape for both its timber and wildlife
value, providing habitat fospecies such as scarlet tanager, wood thrush, red headed

woodpecker, and black bear.
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825.6

825.5.7 Uneven/all aged management

Management of uneven aged stands provides for 4stoltied canopies, diverse age
structure and potentially older forest charexteThe Ashland County Forest has 13,688

acres being managed under an all aged management system. Species such as Canada
warbler, little brown bat, black throated blue warbler and many others benefit from these

forest type, in addition, numerous amphibzand reptiles utilize these forest types.

825.5.8 Large forest blocks

Large blocks of County Forest provide habitat for numerous interior species. Gray wolf,
black throated blue warbler, Canada warbler and least flycatcher are a few examples of
animds that rely on these large blocks.

825.5.9 Grasslands, openings, upland brush

Wildlife openings, grass rightsf-way, natural openings, upland brush and other upland
open habitats provide for diversity and unique habitats benefitting pollinatorsfousne
species including upland plover and wApiporwill. Ashland County Forest currently

has 121 acres identified as open grassland or upland brush habitat.

INTENSIVE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROJECTS

825.6.1 Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan / Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN)

In addition to species listed as endangered, threatened or special concern within the NHI

database, the Department also maintains a statemsiadd $pecies of greatest conservation

need.
This list includes species that have low or declining populations and may be in need of

conservation action. The list includes birds, fish, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and

insects that are:
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Already listedas threatened or endangered
At risk due to threats

Rare due to small or declining populations

= =2 =2 =

Showing declining trends in habitat or populations

The WWAP working list can provide information on how management activities may
impact, or in many cases bemefpecies of greatest conservation need. More
information is available on the WWAP website:

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/actionplan.html

825.7 FISH AND WATERS MANAGEMENT
Public waters shall be managed to provide for optimum natural fish production, an
opportunity for quality recreation, and a healthy balanced aquatic ecosystem. Emphasis will
also be placed on langse practices that benefit the aquatic community.ndgament of

County Forest lands will attempt to preserve and/or improve fish habitat and water quality.

825.7.1 Technical Planning and Surveys

Management of all waters within the County Forest is the responsibility of the DNR.

Technical assistanedll be provided by the local fisheries biologist. Studies and management

will be conducted in the manner described in DNR Fish Management Handbook 3605.9.
Water and Population Surveys fall under the jurisdiction of the Department and will be

conducted aseeded by fisheries biologists.
825.7.2 Access and development

Access and development of County Forest waters will be limited to those activities consistent

with the above water management policies.
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830 EXCEPTIONAL RESOURCES, UNIQUE AREAS

830.1 HCVF FOR FSC AND DUAL CERTIFIED COUNTIES
The DNR established criteria for establishing HCVFs on state lands is found below. For
the purpose of this plan, the county recognizes this criterion for identifying HCVFs on
county land. This does not preclude the county from identifying other uargas that
do not meet the definition of HCVFs.
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TimberSales/documents/DNRLandsHCVFESelectionCriteriaFin
al.pdf
HIGH CONSERVATIONAREAS

1 Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant

concentrations of biodiversity values including RTE species.

1 Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant large
landscape level forests, containedhm, or containing the management unit,
where viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in
natural patterns of distribution and abundance.

Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems.
Forestareas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations (e.g.,
watershed protection)Visconsin does not have known locations meeting this
criterion.

1 Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.qg.
subsistence, healttf indigenous communities)/isconsin does not have known
locations meeting this criterion.

1T Forest areas <critical to |l ocal communit
cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in ecatpn

with such local communities).
Currently Ashland County Forest does not have any HCVFs, but with habitat work and

evolving ecosystems the County may have areas in the future that may be considered as
HCVFs.
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830.2

830.3

830.4

835

835.1

AREAS RECOGNIZED BY STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Caroline Lake State Natural Area which lines on State and Wisconsin Nature

Conservancy property boarders the County Forest, however there are no areas recognized
State Natural Areas within the County Forest

There are several areas designated as State Natural Areas scattered throughout the
county. More information on these State Natural Areas can be found on the WI DNR
website under State Natural Areas.

(https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Lands/NaturalAreas/county.html#Ashland

AREAS RECOGNIZED BY COUNTY OR LOCALLY
Ashland County does not contain any known areas that are locally considered exceptional

or unique.

CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT SITES

Historical Remnants of old logging camps and the old railroad grades that connected

these camps exist throughdhe forest. Through timber sale set up and inventory work

these sites are discovered and are noted. Harvest restrictions may be needed on the timber

sales to protect these sites.

AESTHETICS

Public perception of forestry has changed over the lasinplg period and in general it
appears that the public is much more accepting of the visual impact of sound forestry. In
response to this, aesthetic management planning is intended to be much more simplified in
this Plan.

AESTHETIC MANAGEMENT

Aesthetic management techniques may be applied in areas of high visibility or high public
use. Altered management, visual screens, slash disposal, conversion to other species, no
cut zones or other methods may be employed, depending on the circumstatiees o

specific site.
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835.2 AESTHETIC MANAGEMENT ZONES
Ashland County Forest does not have any areas identified as regulated aesthetic zones.
However, visual buffers and increased size of Riparian Managdemehones ( RMZ 0 s)
common practices where harvest activates boarder trout streams and highly recreational

used areas.

840 LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
The County will make efforts to evaluate surrounding landscapes while managing the
County Forest. The County will strive to provide management that compliments the
landscapes, but also try to provide for resources or forest types that are lackinghorglecl

within surrounding landscapes.

840.1 CONSERVATION O BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
For the purposes of this plan, biological diversity will be interpreted to reference the
variety and abundance of species, their genetic composition, and the communities,
ecosystems, and landscapes in which they occur. Forest management activities on the
Ashland County Forest enhance biological diversity by managing for a wide variety of
habitat types, age structures and by attempting to perpetuate and protect dérasing
types.

840.2 HABITATFRAGMENTATION
For the purposes of this plan, habitat fragmentation is interpreted as conversion of forests
to land uses other than forestry. Lands enrolled in the County Forest Law help protect
against habitat fragmentatioA continued program of encouraging land acquisition within
the forest blocking boundary is intended to decrease the conversion of forest land to other

Uses.
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900 RECREATION
Recreation is an integral part of the management of the Asi@aoahty Forest and

recreation uses are referenced in most of the previous chapters. Due to the tremendous
growth in recreational demands over the duration of the last planning period, this Plan
recognizes the importance of more intensive recreational iparand emphasizes its

importance with a separate chapter.

905 PLANNING
The Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), public input,
and other local or regional planning documents will be used as resources in recreational
planningand development efforts. The responsibility for recreational planning, development

and maintenance on the County Forest will rest with the Committee.

910 AUTHORITY
s.28.11 Wis. Stats, authorize thehlandCounty Forestry and Recreation Committee
provide recreational opportunities for the public. This authority is further recognized in
the mission statement for the Courfiprest Plan (Chapter 100), which specifically
identifies outdoor recreational opportunities. This mission statement adsgeshthe
Committee to conduct activities in a manner that prevents or minimizes environmental

damage.

915 ENTRANCE AND USER FEES

The Committee is empowered and shall have responsibility for establishing entrance,
camping and other user fees on recoesti facilities maintained by the County Forest.
Camping, entrance or other fees shall be comparable to fees charged by similar adjacent
counties and are subject to periodic change by the Committee. Fees, where appropriate,

will be utilized to assist ithe maintenance of recreational facilities.
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920

925

930

RECREATIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS
It is permissible for the Committee to contract with clubs or individuals to provide for
recreational maintenance or services to the public. As part of the Pl@guhiy contracts
for the following services
1. Snowmobile trail grooming and maintenance

2. Boat Landing maintenance

RECREATIONAL USE PERMITS FOR ORGANZIED EVENTS

Any event on the Forest which is advertised to the public, for which a fee is charged, or is
otherwise organized as an event, requires a permit or authorization by the Committee. Permits
may be issued by the Committee provided the use is consistent with management activities
and will not cause resource damage. Appropriate levels of event liabgityance are

required.

UNDESIGNATED RECREATIONAL USE OF THE FOREST

Undesignated recreation includes those informal activities for which the County generally
does not provide a facility or service. These uses include activities such as hunting,
fishing, biking, hiking and others. These uses do not require a permit but must be
conducted in compliance with ordinance. The Forest Administrator and the Committee
shall periodically review such uses and enact ordinances as necessary to protect from

resouce damage.
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930.1 HUNTING
The entire County Forest is open for regulated hunting, with the exception of areas
developed for high public use.
The Ashland County Code of Ordinances regulates activities relating to hunting. Refer to

Chapter 1000 foa full text of the Ordinancesin general, the following activities are

regulated:
Dispersed Camping
Hunting Blind and Tree Stands
Vehicle and ATV use
930.2 FISHING

All lakes and streams within the forest are available for fishing unless otherwisénlisted

state regulations.

930.3 PICNICKING / DAY USE
Picnicking and other day uses, outsideestfablished facilities is allowed. Thehland
County Code of Ordinances also regulates day use. In general, the following activities are
regulated:
1. All litter, trash or rubbish must be removed
2. Cutting or harvesting vegetation is not permitted
3. Fires may not be left unattended unless the ground is 100% snow covered

930.4 DISPERSED CAMPING
A permit is not required to camp outside of developed campgrounds on the County Forest.

In general, he followingregulations applyo dispersed camping.

Dispersed Camping Ordinance
1 May not occupy a site for a period exceeding 14 consecutive days

1 Unless he ground is 100% snow covered, leave an open fire unless it has no smoke and
the entire coal or ash bed is cool enough to touch with a hand.

1 Ignite an open fire during DNR red ban periods when sites are posted no open fires.
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1 Refuse to leave an area inanping capacity when directed to leave by the Forest
Administrator, Sheriff or their designees.

1 Dispose of trash or rubbish in any manner other than depositing in containers provided b
the County or carrying trash or rubbish out if containers are noidjaayv

1 Cause damage to the natural features, resources, trails, or facilities owned and operated

by the County

930.5 MOTORIZED TRAVEL
The Ashland CountZode of Ordinances regulates motorized uses on the County Forest.
In general, the followingegulations apply to motorized travel outside of a developed

recreational trail system.

Vehicle and ATV Use Ordinance
1 May not operate a truck or passenger vehicle on County trails designated closed with a

gate and/or sign, without special permisdiam the Forest Administrator or their
designee.

1 May not operate ATVs or snowmobiles on trails that are gated and/or signed as
designated for foot traffic only, without special permission from the Forest Administrator
or their designee.

1 May not use horseskis, dog sleds or operate a vehicle other than snowmobiles
on State funded snowmobile trails between Decemiband March 3% of each

year, without special permission from the Forest Administrator or their designee

930.6 OTHER USES
Other uses of th€ounty Forest are permitted provided they are not specifically
addressed with the County Code of Ordinances. Mountain BiirmgsCounty Skiing,
SnowshoeingHorseback riding, and other nomotorized uses are currently not
regulated. The County Boarday at any time, enact ordinances to protect the forest

should damage begin to occur.
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935

935.1

935.2

935.3

935.4

DESIGNATED RECREATION AREAS/USES

Designated recreation includes those uses for which the Couniggsa trail or

facility. AshlandCounty Forest has developsites and areasuch as our boat landings,
to accommodate a fairly high degree of public uBke Committee may prohibit other

recreation activities that are not compatible with the intent of the developed facilities.

The Committee and Forestry Departithbas noted a marked increase in demand for
recreatiorfacilities. AshlandCounty may attempt to develop additional facilities and will

maintain its currently developed facilities.

CAMPGROUNDS
Ashland County currently does not have any areas tbatesignated as a developed
campground. In future the county and its committee will consider possibilities of

developing a campground if there is public interest and demand in doing so.

PICNIC / DAY USE AREAS

Ashland County currently does not hagy areas that are designated as a developed
picnic/day use area. In future the county and its committee will consider possibilities of
developing a picnic/day use area if there is public interest and demand in doing so.
SWIMMING AREAS / BEACHES

Ashland County currently does not have any areas that are designated as a developed
swimming areas/beaches areas. In future the county and its committee will consider
possibilities of developing a swimming areas/beaches area if there is public interest and
demand in doing so.

BOAT LANDINGS
Several boat landings and adjacent roads currently provide water access on the Forest
primarily for recreational activities. In addition, these water access points also provide water

supply points for fire apparatwgorking to suppress forest fires or nearby structural fires.

The existing water access points will be maintained to provide a place to launch a small fishing

boat or canoe. Not all watercraft will be able to use these access points. These landings are
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935.5

940

built for public use and not for private boat mooring sites. Mooring or storing boats for longer

than 24 hours is prohibited.

The following public boat access sites have been developed on the Ashland Forest and

are open to public use:

935.4.1 Publc Boat Access Sites Maintained by Ashland County Forest
1. 2"Landing (Reykdal Road)Chequamegon Bay

Allen Tomzack Park (Chequamegon Boat Club Landing)

Augustine Lake

Cammerer Lake

Lake Galilee

S

Long lake

935.4.2 Undeveloped Water Access Points

Other undeveloped water access points for canoes and boats currently exist on the Forest.
These are used routinely to hand launch boats or canoes but have not been developed for boat
trailer launching. These sites are not routinely maintained and melpdea if erosion

damage becomes severe. All new sites for developed water access must be reviewed and

approved by the Committee.

ADDITIONAL RECREATION AREAS
With the ever changing and increasing demand for outdoor recreational opportunities,
Ashland County will consider possibilities of developing additional recreation areas to

meet these demands.

DESIGNATED RECREATION TRAILS

Designated recreation trails are those for which the County provides a designated trail
and/or facility. The Countgurrently provides trail systems that accommodate a fairly high
degree of public use. The Committee may prohibit other activities on these trails that are

not compatible with the intent of the development.
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Whenever possible, multiple uses of varioud sgstems are encouraged and are subject

to policy review of the Committee. Wherever possible, attempts will be made to avoid
user conflicts. Recreational users, however, will frequently encounter forest management
activities instrumental to the existenand future of the County Forest. Trail systems are
identified in Chapter 1000.

940.1 NON-MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAILS
The AshlandCounty Forest is a multiple use forest. Nuontorized recreation trails are a
legitimate use of the forest. Design andntenance of these trails may highlight natural
features present on the Forest, should minimize damage, and reduce user conflict. Trail
use and development must be compatible and sustainable with the characteristics of the
landscape.
It is the policy of he Committee to manage namotorized recreation trails on the County

Forest.

940.1.1 Hiking Trails
The following are the designated foot traffic only trails:
1 Cammerers LakeHunter Walking Trail
1 Colby John Hunter WalkingTrail
1 Roddis Line- Hunter Waling Trail
1 Struebel Hunter Walking Trail
9 Trott- Hunter Walking Trail
All portions of the County Forest are open to hiking or foot travel unless marked

with sign closing the area.

940.1.2 Mountain Bike/t Tire/Bicycle Trails

All trails, roads and fire lanes are open for recreational bicycle uséraffise

may be restricted in specific areas if use causes erosion or other environmental
damages. Ashland County currmet@innl y doesn

bike/fat tire/bicycle trails.
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940.1.3 Equestrian Trails
All trails, roads and fire lanes are open horseback trail riding.
Ashl and County currently doesndt have

940.1.4 Cros€ountry SkiingTrails
All trails, hunter walking trails, roads and fire lanes are open -@asstry skiing.
Ashl and County currentl y -counteysknt@its. have

940.1.5 Other
Other noamotorized recreational trail uses including, but not limited to,
snowshoeing, dog sledding and hunting on foot are permitted on all trails except

where otherwise posted as closed.

940.1.6 Future noAmotorized trail systems
The development fo additional nommotorized trail systems will include careful
consideration of public demand, analysis of user conflicts and potential damage to the

natural resource.

Non-motorized trail systems generally are not supported by statewide grant progjrems.
County may require proof of an organized club, or user group, with the ability to assist
with maintenance and support of the trail and associated facilities. Appropriate trail passes,

or other user fees, may be implemented.
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940.2 MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAILS

940.2.1 Designated Snowmobile Trails
Designated snowmobile trails are those recognized by the Committee as the official trails
within the County. The Ashland County Snowmobile Alliance which is overseen by the
Ashland County Forestrand Recreation Department manages the snowmobile trail system
in Ashland County. Annual agreements outline the operation, maintenance and insurance
obligations between the County and Alliance. The Alliance consists of the following clubs:

9 Ashland Snowrabile Club

1 Butternut SneDemonsSnowmobile Club

1 Glidden SneBearsSnowmobile Club

1 Penokee Mountain Ranger Riders

A map of snowmobile trails in Ashland County is included in the appendix.

A summary of rules and regulations relating to snowmobile isads follows:

a. Snowmobile trails are closed to cars and trucks from December 1 through march
31% unless vehicle use is authorized by Ashland County.

b. The Forest Administrator, with advice from the Alliance, will make
determinations to officially open amtbse snowmobile trails based on snow and
maintenance conditions.

c. Snowmobile trails used for logging access during snowmobile season will be
posted with signs warning users of activity.

d. Additional regulations for snowmaobilers using the trails system cdoupel in
t he/i iconsin Snowmobile Lawsodo published

Natural Resources, publication PuB-201.
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AshlandCounty recognizes tHellowing categories of snowmobile trail:

940.2.1.1 Trail Types
The County recognizeseveral different classifications of snowmobile trail:

State Funded Trailsthese are state approved and funded trail miles on designated

trails that are part of a statewide network of trail systems. Snowmobile registration
fees and gas tadlotmens fund grants that support maintenance, rehabilitation and
development of these trails. There are approxima@bmiles of funded trails in

AshlandCounty, with approximatel20 miles on County Forest Lands

Unfunded Trailg these are segments dditrthat meet the eligibility requirements

for a funded trail system but have not been included in the grant system due to
restrictions on available funding. There are approximé&dimiles of unfunded

trails in AshlandCounty, with none of them d@ounty Forest lands.

Local/Club Trailsi these are trails that are not funded by State maintenance grants

and may or may not be groomed by local clubs. These trails may not meet
eligibility requirements of a funded trail and may dead end at locahdrses.
There are approximateB.5 miles of club trails imPAshlandCounty,with none of

them onCounty Forest lands

940.2.1.2 Trail Maintenance
Ashland County contracts with Ashland County Snowmobile Alliance to groom the
funded snowmobildrail system. The County periodically assists with mowing,

grading or other trail maintenance projects as needed.
The County and Alliance shall inspect and monitor bridges and other infrastructure

on the trail system and attempt to secure funding fyoents, or other sources, to

periodically replace or rehabilitate as needed.
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940.2.1.3 Future Snowmobile Trails

The Forest Administratorshall have jurisdiction over any trail development
proposals. It is recommended that future trails be cersidonly after careful
consideration of costs, benefits and impacts and as part of a larger planning effort

Ashland County deems that the existing number of snowmobile trail miles is

sufficient to satisfy public demand.

Proposals to relocate trails or to make adjustments to the existing trail system will
be encouraged where there are concerns of public safety or environmental damage.

Unfunded and club trails should be evaluated for maintenance funding application.

9402.2 Designated ATV Trails

Designated ATV Trails are those recognized by the Committee as official trails within the
County. These may lie on County, private, or other agency lands. Annual agreements
outline the operation, maintenance and insuranbgations between the County and local
clubs. The County contracts with the following snowmobile/ATV clubs for trail

maintenanceAshland County Snowmobile Alliance

There are numerous types of designated ATV trail managed by Ashland County. These

trails are further identified in the appendix.

940.2.2.1 Trail Types
The County recognizes several different classifications of &&aV. Maps are

appended for reference.

1. Funded Summer and Winter ATV TrailsParts of the Dead Horse Run Trail

is on state funded snowmobile trails in Ashland County and are also designated
and funded as winter use ATV trails. This Trail is open from May March
14", This trail is about 56 miles long and mainly runs through the

Chequamegon National Forest.
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2. ATV Routesi many of the townships throughout the county have opened up
portions of their roads to ATV/ UTVOs.
make sure these routes areTrglBignmer | y s
Handbook published by theNisconsin Department of Natural Resources,
publication PUBCF023.

940.2.2.2 Future ATV Trails

The use and popularity of ATVOs and UTVZ
of the 20062020 County Forest Plan. Increased usage of trail systemsdoeo
tremendous need for much higher levels of trail maintenance in order to manage

environmental damages.

Adding ATV trails should be done as part of larger planning effort that incorporates
considerations for impact on other users and user groupsfutare trail systems

will be maintained; and impact on the natural resources. New ATV trail systems
will only be considered with the following framework:

Trails should be designed and planned to connect communities.
Loop trails will be discouragednless part of a larger trail system that
connects communities.

1 Dead end trails will not be sanctioned as part of the County ATV trail
system
Il ntensive use areas wil/l not be perm

Trails will only be considered on suitable soils and in appropriatditms.
It is critical that trail layout and design is done in such a way as to prevent erosion

and soil loss. Trails must be developed to sustainably. For the purpose of this plan,

sustainability is defined as follows:
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Sustainability i For the purpose of ATV trails, the term sustainability is intended

to mean the development of a trail surface that is maintainable. It appears evident
there are no circumstances where an ATV trail can be considered sustainable
without intensive maintemze. Of primary importance, trail surfaces need to be
conducive to periodic grading or restoration that promotes water runoff from the
trail surface and eliminates the opportunity for water flow to gain velocity, causing
erosion. Trails should be builtth a slight crown and appropriate ditching to allow

for adequate and proper water dispersal.

To this end, the construction and development of new ATV trails are to comply
with theWCFA ATV/ORV Trail Standards

940.2.3 Designated Motorcycle Trails
There are no motorcycle trails on the county forest. The Dead Horse Run trail, in the

Chequamegon National Forestpjgen to motorcycle use.

940.2.4 Other Designated Motor Vehicle Trails
Other motorizedecreational use of the County Forest is prohilmtethose trails designated
for other recreational uses or where trails geted and/or signedCrosscountry use of the

forest for motorized use is also prohibited.

940.3 RECREATION TRAIL PERMITS

940.3.1 Storm Water Discharge

In general, anyrail construction or rehabilitation activities that disturb one acre of more

of land will require a Storm Water Discharge Permit. There have been instances of
inconsistent application of permit requirements statewide. In order to further define the

Cout y6s understanding and i ngpthedateevimg at i on of
current acceptable process will be used for determining when a permit is needed.

1 The Zacre threshold will be determined by measuring/estimated new disturbance or
disturbance opreviously grassed surfaces.
9 Periodic grading of impervious or ngnassed trail surfaces is not considered
disturbance.
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945

945.1

945.2

1 Restoration of water filtration/diversion devices, such as sediment traps or catch
basins is considered maintenance and not disturbance

1 Reconstruction of previously grassed ditch lines as part of trail rehabilitation is
considered disturbance.

940.3.2 Chapter 30

Permits are required for bridges or culvert crossings of navigable waterways. These permits
will either be classified ageneral or individual depending on specific site conditions. These
permits are not required for culvert or bridge crossings ofnamigable or intermittent

streams, nor or they required to install a clear span bridge over wetlands.

940.3.3 Wetland Hi

Permits are required at any time that fill is placed in a wetland. Permits are available to
fill small wetlands for recreation trail purposes. Wetland fill must be less than 10,000
square feet and the permit does not require wetland mitigationr spiaa bridge and
boardwalks placed on pilings generally do not require a wetland fill permit. Puncheon

style bridges do require a permit.

RECREATION PROGRAM FUNDING AND GRANTS

RECREATION AREA FUNDING

The County relieheavily on outside fundingources to be able to provide recreational
opportunities throughout the county.

RECREATION TRAIL FUNDING

945.2.1 Normmotorized trail systems
At this time, there is very limited access to any grant funds that will assistnath
motorized recreational trail maintenancdhe county mainly relies on county forest

resources and fundirfgom Ruffed Grouse Society & American Woodcock Society.
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945.2.2 Motorized trail systems
There are numerous grant programs available to offset motorized trail system costs.
AshlandCounty utilizes the following funding sources:
1. Snowmobile Maintenance$300/mile
ATV Summer Maintenance$600/mile
ATV Winter Maintenance $100/mile
UTV Maintenance $100/mile
ATV Rehabilitation- 100% grants
ATV Development 100% grants

o g bk w N

200084



COUNTY FOREST COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN
TABLE OF CONTENTS
CHAPTER 1000
APPENDIX

Section Description

Page #

1000.1 MAP OF COUNTY FOREST LOCATI ONéé
1000.2 COUNTY FOREST BLOCKI NG BOUNDARY
1000.3 COUNTY FOREST COMPARTMENT MARE é ¢ é € é € é .

100 0.
1000 .

4 .
4 .

""""

10006 COUNTY FOREST ROADS MAP
1000.7 COUNTY FOREST HWT
1000.71 AUGUSTI NE HWT MAP
1000.72COLBY JOHN HWT MAP
1000.7.3 EAST SI DE HWT MAP
1000. 7. 4 RODDI S

//////////

eeeeeeeecee.

eeeeeeeeeee.

s 7z 7z Z

////////////////

,,,,,,,,,,,

///////

IMAP ééc¢
,,,,,,
,,,,,,,
,,,,,,
.

rrrrrr

,,,,,,

. éeéc

LOCATI ON MAR@EE2Z e éééec

/////

7

rrrrr

///////

7 Ay L L

1005 LAWSANDORDINANCES é 6 ée6ééeééeéééeéeéeéeée 19000
1005.1 COUNTY FOREST LAWI s 28. 11 Wi s St at séel®eeeéeéé
1005.2 COUNTY ORDINANCESé ¢ ée éeééeéeéeéeée. . 100

1005.2 1 County Forestry Ordinance&7 éééceé
105. 2. 2 County Forest Use Ordi-B2Zance. éc
1005. 2. 3 County ATV Ordinance B8R éeeééc

1010 PERMITS, USE AGREEMENTS, POLICIES AND CONTRACTS é é e .
200085

.40 00



1015

1020

10101 TI MBER SALE CONTRACT eeeeéeeceeéedleéeéecé:
10102 TI MBER SALE EXTENSI ON POLI CYéeeéepecece e ¢
10103 FI REWOOD PERMI T ééeééecéeecéeecéeedréeée. 10
10103 BOUGH PERMI T ééeééeecé...eééeééeceédxrééee. 1
10103 CHRI STMAS TREE PERMI Téééeéeéeéecédoteéeee. !
10105 PRIVATE ACCESSL AND USE AGREEMET. ... . dBéeéecéc
10107 CAMPI NG POLI CY/ PERMI T eeéeecéecedxréceée.
10108 TREE STANDPOLIY €eééeéeééeééeééeéée. .-49000

10152 STATEMENT OF COUNTY FOREST LOAN-bS¢éeéeéecéeé
MISCELLANEOUS MAPS AND BROCHURES éééeééeéééeeéeéelidmd

10201 COUNTY SNOWMOBI LE MAPééeéeéeéeéBéeéececece
10202 COUNTYNON-MOTORI ZED RECREATI ONAL THR2AI LS éeé

200086



1000 RESOURCE MAPS AND TABLES

1000.1 MAP OF COUNTY FOREST LOCATION
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1000.2 COUNTY FOREST BOUNDARY MAP
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1000.3 COUNTY FOREST COMPARTMENT MAP
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1000.4 COUNTY FOREST SOILS MAPS
1000.4.1 North part of County Forest
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1000.4.1 COUNTY FOREST SOILS MAP
1000.4.2 North Central part of County Forest
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1000.4.1 COUNTY FOREST SOILS MAP
1000.4.3 South Centrphrt of County Forest
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1000.7 COUNTY FOREST HUNTER WALKING TRAILS LOCATION MAP
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Please Note
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to insure the highest degree
of accuracy with regards to
lands open for public use.
However, 100% accuracy is
not implied. If in doubt as to
whether lands are public,
consult the most recent
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1000.7.4 RODDIS LINE HWT MAP
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